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THE musical voice which spoke the
messages of grace contained in this lit
tle volume, is silenced on earth; but we
thank God that a wider hearing is given
to his words on this very account. As
in his pulpit and convention addresses
from which these selections are made,
he sought always to fit a word in sea
son to every class of hearers, so the aim
here has been to present the funda
mental themes upon which he loved to
dwell for the quickening of believers
to a truer appreciation of their high
calling in Christ-for stirring them up
to all activities for the blessing of their
fj

I
I
f

Preface

\.
r,

fellow-men, and for winning back the
wanderer to his Saviour.
No Christian ever listened to his
preaching without being stimulated to
holier living j and no unsaved one ever
turned away from the service, without
having heard in simplest, tenderest
phrase, the way of life explained and
urged upon him.
In perusing these pages of instruc
tion, encouragement and admonition,
may the reader hear this beloved teach
er and pastor" Yet Speaking."
MARIA
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Yet Speaking
I
Helps to Sanctification *
the whole of the New Testa.
ment before us, it seems to me that the
truest defini tion of sanctification is
this j It is a twofold process, consisting
of mortification and vivification-the
repressing and subduing and deaden
ing of the old nature; the strengthen
ing, developing, and perfecting of the
new nature. From the beginning to
the end of our Ohristian life, every aid
nnd incitement to holy living will be
found to be along one or the other of
these two lines.
I have said that sanctification is a
twofold process: it is this because it is
the image and reproduction of our jus
tification. It is the making true in 1.Is
WITH

I
,I

~1

i

,

,

I

~

* An Address Delivered at the Mildmay Con
ference, London, Jnne 29th, 1888.
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Yet Speaking

Helps to Sanctification

that which is already true for us in
Jesus Christ. Our justification rests
upon these two grounds, the death of
Christ and the resurrection of Christ.
Yet these are not merely historic fucts
, to be believed; they are spiritual facts
to be experienced. We are wont to
say that Christ died that we might not
die; we should speak 1110re correctly if
we said that Christ died that we might
die. He died for sin that we might die
to sin. He died for the world that we
might become dead to the world.
Hence Peter says: "Forasmuch then
as Christ hath suffered for us in the
flesh "-not rejoice that you are ex
empt from suffering, but-" arm your
selves likewise with the same mind." The
crucifixion was not finished on Calvary;
it has continued through all ages, and
will continue unto the end. Jesus
Christ has gone before, bearing the
cross; but there are great companies
who have heard his word: "Except a

man deny himself and take up his cross l
daily, he cannot be my disciple." Sr,8
also is the resurrection prolonged. The
Church keeps perpetual Easter. Every
regeneration is a pulse-beat of our risen';
Lord on the throne, and will be to the
end of time.
The two grounds of our justification
are the death and resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and on these two lines our
sanctification is to progress. The hu
man body furnishes a remarkable
analogy to this truth. They tell us
that death is constantly going on in the
human system. Every day a certain
amount of living tissue dies, and has to
be borne out to burial; and every day
new tissue is formed. This is not only
a physiological fact, but a universal law
of nature.
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Life evermore is fed by death
In earth, and sea, and sky j
And, that a rose mllY breathe ita breath,
Something must die."
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Yet Speaking
tha Let us see how perfectly this agrees
J eswith the foundation and superstructure
uprof the Christian life. In I Cor. xv.,
ClPaul sets forth the Gospel which he had
Y( recei ved and was to preach, in these
t two particulars: .. How that Christ
t died for our sins, according to the
Scriptures, . . • • and that he rose
again the third day, according to the
Scriptures." These are the foundation
facts, and we find from these two facts,
two doctrinal inferences: First," If
one died for all, then all died." If the
substitute died, those for whom he died
ha ve become judicially dead to the law
by the body of Christ. Again: If
Christ rose from the dead, we. have
been" quickened together with Him,
and raised up together with Him."
Then there are these two practical con
elusions which we find in Col. iii.: .. Ye
are dca,d" . .. .. mortify, therefore,
.your members which are upon the
earth "-make your death in Christ

,j
,I
I

real in yourself. Secondly, II Since ye
are lisen with Christ, seek those things
whicll are above" -make Christ's resur
rection real in yourself.
Let us remember, at the outset, that
neither mortification nor vivification is
possible without the gracious aid of the
Holy Spirit. Says the A postle Paul,
in Rom. viii. : "If ye through the Spirit
do mortify the. deeds of the body, ye
shall live." The flesh is not sufficient
for the flesh. 'I Old Adam" is still'
.. too strong for young Melancthon," as
the great Reformer said, and as we must
all allow. For human nature to try
to lift and rescue itself, is like a
drowning man seizing his right hand
with his left hand, to save himself, when
both these hands are members of the
same sinking body. Even om blessed
Lord, when he accomplished his sncri
ficial death on the cross, did it in the
Holy Ghost: II Who through the Eter
nal Spirit offered himself without spot
,
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Yet Speaking

unto God." How much more necessary
that we, who would realize Ilis death in
ourselves, should do it through 'the
IIoly Ghost.
I have seen in the autumn, when the
trees had shed all their leaves, that two
or three leaves have stuck fast on the
branches, and have clung to them all
winter through. Storms have beaten
thern ; frosts have bitten them; snow
and rain have blackened them j yet
they have held fast to the tree. But
when the springtime has come, and the
sap has begun to ascend and push its
way through every branch and every
twig, the leaves have disappeared
pushed off by the rising tide of new
life; for death can never stand before
life. So it is with us. Those old, in
veterate habits that belong to our fallen
nature, are very hard to get rid of.
We battle with them, and try to beat
them off j but again and again we are
defeated, so that .we cry out, II 0

!
,

"

"

Helps to Sanctification

wretched man that I am I who shall
deli vel' me from the body of this death?"
But when the Spirit of the Lord fills'
and possesses us, then these habits dis
appear almost unconsciously, because
death cannot stand before life; thon
we are able to rise up and say, II The
law of the spirit of life in Christ J~sus
hath made me free from the law of sin
and death."
Out of many passages of Scripture
in which these two ideas of life and
death, quickening and mortification, are
presented side by side, I select but one
as an illustration. It is that well-known
passage, Rom. xii. 2, " Be not conformed
to this world, but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is .that good, and ac
ceptable, and perfect will of God."
"Be not conformed to this age "-for
that is the word that most exactly rep·
presents the meaning. Jesus Christ,
came, into this world, riot, to reconcile
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Yet Speaking
the age to us, but to make us to be es
tranged from, the age j to become dis.
, similar with it at every point. This
thought is brought out by the writer
who, through the Holy Ghost, wrote
those words as a marvellous illustm,
~ion of what it is to be not conformed
to this age.
Have you ever ana.
lyzed the singular statement in that
text: "God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, oy which the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world." He had
a double crucifixion. Most of us would
rejoice if we had a single one; and yet
he rejoiced in a twofold crucifixion,
which was very real in his own case.
There are a great many persons who
are dead to the world, while the world
is alive to them. That is to say, they
may, through sickness or the loss of
some sense, be incapacitated for enjoy.
ing the world, yet the world is there j
wealth, friends, social rank, a thousand

Helps to Sanctification
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things that allure them, and they ar,e
ready to go back to these if ever they
should become alive again. There are
others to whom the world is dead while,
they are alive. There are those who'
have lost property, or station, or friends,
everything that goes to make life',
happy; but, so far as they are con
cerned, there are five hungry senses
which cry out for the world if it should
ever come back to them. Paul was
both dead to the world and the world
was dead to him. He had lost his
standing as a Jew, and never expected
to regain anything that belonged to th at
old condition j and, looking to the cross,
lie could say, "I have been crucified
with Christ." So he was dead to the
world, and the world was dead to him.
How victorious this made him! I
have been struck in observing the vari
ous attempts to explain a certain phrase
that Paul uses: "In all these things
~e are more than conquerors.'
Yet
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Helps to Sanctification

how simple it is wheu taken in this con
nection. He sums up all the things he
is enduring, the sword, peril, nakedness,
dyilJg all the day long for Christ, led
daily like a sheep to tho slaughter.
And then he says, "In all these things
we are more than conquerors." How?
Plainly thus. The man who is victo
rious through victory is a conqueror; but
he who is victorious through defeat is
more than conqueror; and that was his
case. So mark that other expression
which our early translators seem not to
have apprehended, or hardly dared to
put into English, The Apostle thnnks
God-for what? His purpose was to
bring back these Christians from Da
mascus, bound to his chariot, and to
lead them into the city of Jerusalem
like 1\ Roman conqueror rejoicing over
them as his slaves, and thus to have a
triumphal entry. But instead of that
the Lord met' him, and he was chained
to Messiah's chariot. So he says,

"Thanks be to God who always leadeth
U8 in triumph."
His great joy was not
only to be defeated, but to be led as a.
captive chained to Immanuel's chariot. '
Weare, therefore, to be not con
formed to this age. But notice the
other expression, " Be ye transfigured"
-for that is what it really is. It is said
of Christians, that they have" Tasted
of the powers of the age to come." We
are between two ages-the present age
and the age to come. What is to be
our relation to this age? Weare to be
in a constantly progresaive non-eon
.. formity to it j and also 'to be like our
Lord when he was transfigured, and for
1\ moment carried over into the age to
come. He was bathed in its glory:
He was surrounded by its blessed com
panionships. He was taken out of this
present evil age, from which He came
to deliver us, and was carried into the
age that is to be, the Millennial age,
and so was transfigured. In other
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Yet Speaking
words, before He tasted the cup of His
passion, He tasted for a little while
.. the powers of the age to come."
And that is what the Lord would have
us do, by entering into the life of the
nge to come. From our defeats, and
Borrows, and trials, and heart-breakinga
here,
Toward the skyey future turn,
And from Hope's unseen to-morrow,
Fill to-day's exhausted urn.

An incident has been told which in
terested me very much. A shipload of
cattle recently arrived on the New En
glund coast, after a long and stormy
voyage. \Vhen they came within fifty
miles of New England, these poor storm
tossed animals Legan to scent the clover,
and to show signs of exceeding joy and
llelight. They began to taste the powers
of a new world. This is what the
Apostle would have us do-now and
then to smell the clover of those sweet
fields, arrayed in living green, beyond

'1

II

the flood. Weare to be not conformed
to this age, but we are to look into the
age that is to be, so that we may be
exulting, and victorians, and strong. It
is death and life-dead to the present,
and li ving in the life that is to be.
Having thus introduced my theme, I
want to give you four aids to progress
in sanctification, all of them taken from
Holy Scripture. Since it is written
that Jesus Christ is of God" made unto
us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,
and redemption," we may see in these,
four means by which we may appro-'
priate the Lord Jesus Christ, who is
our sanctification, and therefore they
become the best nids to our progressive
sanctification. First, there is the Con
templation of Christ; second, the Feed
ing upon Christ; third, Abiding in'
Christ; fourth, Looking for Christ. .
First, Contemplation of Otcriet; The
passage of Scripture on this point has
been quoted frequently in this Conven
21
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tion: "'V e all, with open face, behold
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the sallie image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). That is what
I call the contemplation of Christ. An
evangelical faith does not consist simply
in a glance, but also in a gaze. Thank
God, a glance is enough to save a soul,
but it takes a prolonged gaze to sanctify
a soul. That is what we are invited to
here. I am sorry to believe that our
nineteenth century Christianity, with
its bloodshot eyes and its fevered pulse,
has lost the art of contemplation. 'We
need to relearn it. It is perhaps the
most difficult of all exercises-medita
tion upon the Lord Jesus Christ. W 0
need sometimes to come into His pres
once and say, "Lord, I como not to-day
to ask; I come not to-day to give j I
come simply to look upon thy face, to
gaze into thy glorified countenance, if
perchance I may be permitted to catch
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and reproduce some of the lineaments
of thy face."
As the Scripture was read at the open
ing of this meeting, my mind instantly
brought up the comment which St.,
Augustine makes upon the passage
where we are told by God that no man
can see his face and live: "Then let
me die if only I may see thy face."
Truly, we must die in order to see His
face. In proportion as we become dead
to self, we are able to discern His coun
tenance. "Blessed are the pure in heart
for they shall see God." I notice that
a learned man in commenting on this
text says that it is a perfectly natural
process which here goes on. Just as
association with a friend reproduces the
likeness of that friend, and just as inti
macy with another makes you to be as
similated to that other, so if you asso
ciate much with Christ you will inevi
tably become like Him. It is no doubt
in a sense natural, and yet if you read
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Helps to Sanctification

the whole passage you will see that it is\
supernatural, "even as by the Spirit of
the Lord." 'Ve are dependent here, as
everywhere, upon the operation of the
Holy Ghost. It is only the Spirit of
the Lord within us that can reproduce
the image of the Lord that is set be
fore us.
Let us suppose that you have the
origir-al picture of Raphael's "Trans
figuration." You desire to reproduce
it i just as so many people talk about
copying or imitating Jesus Christ.
You bring out your brushes, your
pain ts, your pencils, and your easel, and
set to ,\York. When you have worked
at it for a day you will probably find
what miserable work you are making
of it. You try again and again, but
by-and-bye you become the laughing
stock of your neighbors, and see very
plainly that you are not an artist, .
Theil you begin to be in despair, and
are ready to give it up. But let us sup.

pose, if it were possible, that the spirit
of Raphael should enter into you.
Well, I do not say that he would pro- .
duce the picture at once. It would
take that spirit some time to get the
mastery of your fingers; to train your
eye to the delicate perceptions of pro
portion and perspective. But if Raph
ael's spirit were in you, he would more
and more train your faculties to his use,
until by-and-bye he would perfectly re
produce Raphael's picture. So exactly
does the Lord deign to set the portrait
of Himself before us, and tells us to
reproduce it, since He puts His own
spirit within us. It is only Christ who
can produce Christ. It is only the
Christ within who can reproduce the
Christ without. This, therefore brings
us into the likeness of Jesus Christ,
looking into His face, and dying that
we might live.
2. Take another aid-,-Feeding upon
Ghri8t. You recollect in John's Gospel,
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Helps to Sanctification

chap. 6 j how. after that marvellous
discourse about eating the flesh. and
drinking tho blood of the SOil of Man,
some of those who had heard seem to
have stumbled at the seeming grossness
and carnality of the thought. At the
end of the discourse, our Lord appears
to relieve them from the difficulty by
explaining his deep meaning. He says:
"It is the Spirit that quickeueth, the
flesh profiteth nothing. The words
that I speak unto you, they are spirit.
and they are life." Now. we under
stand what He meant. "He that eateth
:Me shall Ii ve by Me." Well. we be
lieve that His words are spirit and life.
This Scripture not only was inspired,
but is inspired. And as blood is in
every part of the body, in all the veins
and arteries, so that wherever you prick
the body blood will come out, so the
life awl spirit of J esns Christ is in
every sentence and word and letter of
this Word. It is indwelt by the Holy

Ghost. " The words that I speak unto
you. they are spirit. and they are life."
Therefore. do you not lice how we
shall constantly progrcss iu sanctifica
tion. if we are feeding upon His Word?
I need not remind you of so trite a fact.
But let me suggest this. which is not so
trite. that there is the twofold process
still of life and death. Have we not
misinterpreted these words. "The letter
killeth but the Spirit giveth life." Men
say. "The letter killeth j then let us
'kill the letter j we do not want it."
No j I say. rather. with all humility. if
the letter killeth, then let iii kill me.
that the Spirit may give me life. I
open the words of the letter. II Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart." and I recollect that I love
Him only with a little part of my heart
--only at best with a little corner of it.
I am slain by the law j I find myself
dead before it; the letter has killed me.
'rhen I turn to the words of the Spirit,

.,
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"Herein is love, not that we loved
Him, but that He loved us, and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins." "We have known and believed
the love that God hath toward us."
In other words, we find that, after be
ing slain by the law, we are made alive
again. For we learn that when we
could not love God with all our hearts,
He loved us with all His heart. So we
submit to the law, and rejoice in it.
Again we read the letter: " Cursed is
everyone that continueth not in all things
that are written in the law to do them."
That slays me again; I have not done
a hundredth part of them. I turn over
to the words of the Spirit once more:
" Christ has become the end of the law
for righteousness to everyone that be
lieveth." So the word kills, and the
word makes alive again by the Spirit.
The word is the sword of the Spirit,
and what for but to slay? But it is
also tho laver of regeneration; and it

'I

28

is also the oil which binds up the
wounds that the sword has made .
3. I can only briefly sketch these
helps. Here is the third, Abiding ill
Ghrist. II Abide in Me, and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit of it
self j neither can ye, except ye abide in
Me." You see there is the twofold fact
here-union and communion-" I in
you, and you in Me." It is not only
necessary that we should be in Christ,
but that His fulness should be imparted
to us. It is a twofold blessing. I would
remind you again that the imitation of
Christ is utterly impossible, apart from
incorporation into Christ. The wild
olive sinner may desire to be like the
purple-grape Christian, but he never can
if he still remains a branch of the wild
oli ve tree. But if the sinner is grafted
into Christ, He will then begin to pour
His life into him, and he will become
.. like Him inevitably. Birth is the only
passport to beauty, not only in human
29
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Yet Speaking

life, but especially in the Divine. We
may sit down before the portrait of
Jesus Christ, who is the express image
of tho Father's person, and say: " Let
the beauty of the I..ord our God be upon
us;" hut it will not be upon us until
the birth-life of God be in us. " With.
out Me, ye can do nothing "-a word
which I find to be the hardest saying
you can utter to the majority of men.
They asle: "Is it not too sweeping a
statement?" Not at all, in reference
to the thing we are 'talking nbout
holiness. I confess that morality may
resemble holiness. Yet I remind you
of tho fact that morality is simply the
religion of the natural man; holiness is
the religion of the renewed man. Moral
ity says, "Love thy neighbor .ail thy
self;" holiness says, "Love thy neigh
bor 8.0 much better than thyself that
thou shalt be willing to lay down thy.
life for him." Momlity'l3ays," Be hon
est;" holiness says, "Be merciful,"

-, '
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Morality says, "Pay your debts;" holi
ness says, "Forgive your debtors."
There is a great gulf between the two.
Holiness is something that comes from
God, and unless we are grafted into the
life of God we cannot reproduce it. So
if we are to become like Christ we must
be incorporated into Him. Then we
find out that we are branches of the
true vine; and here death comes in, for
it is the branch that is fruitful that has
to be pruned. Old habits, old prefer
ences, old natural instincts are given
up or rooted out. There is death in
order that life may be perfected in us.
Lastly, there is the help that comes
from Looking f01' Christ. Says John, in
his First Epistle (iii. 2): "We know that
when He shall appear we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him as He is.
And every man that hath this hope in
him" (that is, the hope of Christ's n.p
pearing) "purifieth himself, as He is
, pure." There you see is progressive
31
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Helps to Sanctification

sanctification. I find that the mass of
men speak as though the coming of
Christ were too remote an event to have
any powerful influence on our presen t
daily life. On the contrary, I remind
you of the fact, which I believe can be
demonstrated, that it is the remote, far
off motives that are the most effective
upon daily life. You who are near
sighted Christians, and think yon must
shape your lives by looking at the things
nearest to you, need to catch the mean.
ing of Peter's words, " He that lacketh
these things is blind, and cannot see afar

the servant and the son, as touching
this point? "The servant abideth not
in the house forever j but tho son
abideth forever." "What is the influ
ence of that fact? The servant wants
his pay every night. Job says that
.. the hireling looketh for the reward of
his work, and earnestly desireth the
shadow." Ho longs for the evening to
come that he may get his wages. He
is working by the day. But the son
knows that he is a son, for he has heard
the father say, "Son, thou art ever with
me, and all that I have is thine." He
will be content to wait till the inherit
ance is divided i he does not expect to
be -Paid by the day. That is the differ
ence bctween them. It is the bane of
Christian living for a disciple and servo
an t of j esus Christ to expect to be re ,
warded now. Present applause i pres
ent promotion i present honor; present
exaltation-I say, that looking at these
present rewards is most fatal to our

,

«:

.

i'

We want far-sighted Christians. Abra
ham was Stich, a one j he saw the day
of Christ afar off, and was glad. All
the patriarchs were such i not having
received the promises, they saw them
afar off, and these had a great influence
on their lives.
Have you ever marked the distinc
tion that Jesus Christ" makes between
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Yet Speaking
apirituallife, because we are very likely
to get the thing we want. What a
solemn. meaning attachea to the words
of Jesus: U Verily I say unto you, they
have their reward," Oh, the contrast
between those concerning whom He
could say that, and such as, looking up
to Him, can hear Him say, "Behold I
come quickly, and my reward is with
me."
Our American philosopher, as we
call him, Mr. Emerson, used an expres
sion which has become a proverb,
U Hitch your wagon
to a star." Oh,
Thou Star of Bethlehem, who hast be
come now the bright and morning Star,
help us to fasten our souls on Thee.
Then shall we be lifted out of this pres
ent evil world; out of these low and
unsanctifled motives, into that serene,
blessed, triumphant life in which we
shall be citizens of heaven.
In the part of New England where I
spend my summer holiday, I have seen

a parable of nature that sets forth what
I have said. It is an example of nat
ural grafting, if you have ever seen
such all instance. Two little snplings
grew up side by side. Through the ac
tion of the wind they crossed each
other; by-and-by the bark of each be
carne wounded, and the sap began to
mingle, until in some still day they be
came united together. This process
went on more and more, and by-and-bye
they were firmly compacted. Then the
stronger began to absorb the life from
the weaker. It grew larger and larger j
while the other grew smaller and
smaller, withering and declining, till
filially it dropped away and disap
peared. And now there are two trunks
at the bottom, and only one at the top.
Death has taken away the one; life has
triumphed in the other.
There was a time when you and
Jesus Christ met. The wounds of
your penitent heart began to knit up
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i~

with the wounds of His broken heart,
and you were united to Christ. Where
are you now? Aro tho two lives run
ning parallel, or has the word been ac
complished in you, "He III ust increase,
but I must decrease?" Has that old
life been growing less, and less, and
less? Mere and more have you been
mortifying it, until at last it seems Al
most to have disappeared? Blessed
are ye, if such is the case. Then you
can say, "I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh, I li ve not of myself,
but by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me."
Henceforth, "for me to live is Christ."
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The Two Heredities
II That which is born of the jlesTI is jlesh Itlld that
which is born of the. Spirit is spirit. "-John ii i, 6.

THIS saying constitutes our Lord's
justification for his stern demand for
the new birth. 'Why must a man be
Lorn again? Because of his fallen
nature. Nicodemus represents the cul
turists of the present day, who are al
ways saying: "Educate men: develop
them, bring out the good that is in
them." "Habbi, we know thou art a.
teacher come from God I t, exclaimed
this ruler of the Jews. As though he
had said, "men need training and edu
cating and thou art sent to be our di
vine Instructor." II Nay," answers Je
sus, "i~ is not instruction hut regel;era
tion which men need j verily, verily I

,j,
:!1 I.
I
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say unto you except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of
God." Because men have been ill born
they must be re-born. The flesh is flesh
however cultivated, educated and devel
oped, but it does not thereby become
spirit. A new nature must be commu
nicated before a new direction can be
imparted: men must have a divine life
in order to have a divine character.
Let us consider the two natures and the
two heredities resulting therefrom.

I

I

T.

I

THE POWER OF NATURAL HERED

ITY.
II I the Lord thy God mn a jealotls God, visitillf]
the iniqnities of the fathers t(1)on the children unto
the third and fourth generation of thC1n that hate·
me."-Exodu8 xx. 6.

I

'I

This sounds like a terribly severe
saying. nut if we bring in physiology
to interpret theology it is simply saying
that the stream of natural descent is
irresistible and that whatever gets into
38
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its current will flow on through many
generations. And there is no point ill
which history and the Bible more per
fectly harmonize than here. The con
sequences of one man's sin may not
come out in his own life, or in the life
of his immediate descendants, but they
are certain to come out sooner or later.
A dead body in a river may float on for
miles under the surface and out of sight,
and then suddenly come to the top to
defile the whole atmosphere with its
putridity. So a sin persistently com
mitted and pursued for a lifetime will
stnrt a disease or curse which m'y not
come to the surface for generations, but
it is almost certain to ra-emerge sooner
or later. This is the only way I can
account for certain facts which come un
der my observation. The suffering and
sickness and calamity which I sometimes
find in families which seem not to de
serve any such thing appalls me. But
the secret often comes out to be this
39
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The Two Heredities

that some ancestor has poisoned the
stream of descent very far back, and
the stream has not yet run itself clear.
It is, I admit, a terrible law and one
Iwhich has been mnch blamed by the wis
dom of this world. But such is the law
and we must submit to and obey it. The
self-indulgences of to-day are draughts
on posterity payable two or three gen
eratf.ons hence.
What a tremendous obligation does
this law put upon us to live sober and
righteous and godly lives. What Na
poleon said to his army at the pyramids,
"soldiers, forty centuries are looking
down upon you," we may almost reverse
and say, "forty generations are looking
up to you." The character which you
are constructing is not your own. It is
the building-material out of which other
generations will qnarry stones for the
temple of life. See to it therefore that
it be granite and not shale. Of the two
[would rather inherit a faulty character

,

than transmit one, which is saying that
I had rather be sinned against than sin.
For I conceive of no more bitter puu
ishment to inflict on one than to gather
his children and children's children
about him at the judgment day, and set
their sins and woes and misfortunes be
fore him and say-" It is your heritage of
transgression that treasured up wrath
against the day of wrath for these;"
and then to take up the proverb of
Scripture against him, "The fathers
have eaten sour grapes and the chil
dren's teeth are set ou edge." It is
your sin and suffering which have
brought that eterual weight of woe
upon these who are bone of your bone
and flesh of your flesh. The laws of
heredity are irresistible: my descend
ants cannot reap a harvest of "well
dones" if I spend my life in sowing a
seed field of ill-doing.
And what a far-reaching influence
does this fact endow us with. It makes

~
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The Two Heredities

us the teachers and rulers of genera
tions yet unborn. Great wisdom as
well as wit is contained in that answer
of Dr. Holmes to the question of a
friend. He was asked how early pa
rental training should begin and he re
plied: "A hundred years before the
child is born." You call that a para
dox: I call it the deepest philosophy.
In the present life of your child you
may shape what is plastic and change
able, but what is fixed and unchange
ablo has been determined for genera
tions back. "As the twig is bent the
tree is inclined," says the proverb.
True I with the pressure of your fin
gers you can twist a sapling so that it
shall for all its life be gnarled and
crooked, or straight and beautiful, as
the case may be. But whether the tree
shall bear sweet fruit or sour : whether
it shall bear figs or acorns-that is
something that cannot be determined
by the pressure of J'our fingers,-'-but

by the roots that strike far down and run
far back. Heredity is the root of life,
underlying long generations and taking
the quality from them. A Puritan root
was planted in the soil of Great Britain
and nourished by rigid self-culture.
In the Mayflower a slip of it was
brought to our shores and here plan ted.
It sent out its boughs unto the sea and
its branches unto the river, and the op
pressed of all nations came to find shelter
under it. It is the quality of that root
with its hundreds of years of rigid train
ing and righteous living that has made
New England character what it is. And
when one of your Boston liberals stands
up in his pulpit and preaches about
II ethical culture," and says: II See how
moral and virtuous we are, and how
little need we have to depend on a dismal
Puritan orthodoxy to produce virtuous
living," we reply in the words of Scrip
ture: "Boast not thyself against the
branches: but if thou boast thou barest
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not tho root but tho root thee." The
very morality of Boston liberalism is
the product of Puritan orthodoxy, and
the very virtues of these advanced
thinkers, as they call themselves, are
the fruit of that old Calvinistic belief
which stood for every point and punc
tilio of orthodoxy as though the destiny
of the race depended on it. Culture
can perhaps bend the sapling so that
the tree which grows from it shall be
straighter than it otherwise had been,
but it cannot determine the future of
that sapling, so that if it is It thorn-tree
now, it shall yet bear grapes hereafter.
Regeneration in which the Puritan be
lieved can do this. Yes I it is a wise
saying: "Begin the training of the
child a hundred years before it is born,
and if you ask yourself' when does my
training and influence and example
end,' let the answer be, r A hundred
years after I am dead.' "
44
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" Whosocver is bom of God doc« not commil. sin ..
for 'lis seed remaineth in him, alld he cannot sill be
causc lu: is/lcgotteli of God."-I. John iii. lI.
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This is a saying which is very stag
gering to one's faith, and the interpre
tation of it has led to very opposite reo
sulta-c-despuir on the one hand and
presumption on the other. One has
said: II Alas, that settles it with me. It
is no use for me to hope any further. I
am sensible of constant lapses into sin,
and if the Bible says that' whosoever
is born of God does not commit sin'
then certainly I must surrender, and
concede that I am a stranger to tho
new birth." Another says: "Yes, that
is very clear: one that is born of God
cannot commit sin. Therefore it is
possible to attain to sinless perfection.
And that is what I have done. I be
lieve I have lived for several years now
without committing a sin." The words
45
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should produce a result exactly midway
between these two-an intense striving
after holiness and an intense humility
because we come so far short of it.
What then is the true meaning of the
words; This: II 'Whosoever is born of
God doth not habitually and willfully
commit sin. Sin is no longer his ele
ment and sphere. If he falls into sin
he escapes from it as soon as possible.
While he was unregenerated he lived
in sin and loved it: now that he is re
generate he lapses into sin and loathes
it. A fish when thrown out of the
water struggles in pain and anguish be
cause out of his element; a wounded
dove when dropped into the water flut
ters and struggles because out of its
element. One's home is in the air, and
the other's in the deep, and neither can
be easy in the other's habitude. The
Christian II is horn from above" ill the
language of Scripture, and is therefore
a citizen of heaven. He cannot drop

into the element of earthliness and sin
without being made miserable just as a
man whose home and habitude is in sin
and corruption would be unutterably
wretched if thrust into heaven among
the angels and redeemed spirits.
And why is it said that the regener
ate man doth not commit sin? II Be
cause God's seed remaineth in him."
That is to say, his birth from God gives.
him the abiding life of God-the eter
nal life, the divine nature, which tends
to holiness as strongly as the natural
life tends to sin. Birth and blood will
tell to the latest generation. If some
ancestor of mine got intoxicated a hUD
dred years ago at General Washington's
inauguration day, I am somewhat the
worse for it since n grain of wrong can
be transmitted in its evil effects through
generations. But praise God if some
forefather of mine "lived soberly and
righteously and godly" a hundred years
ago, I am so much the likelier to do the

!

f

I

f

[

"

ff

,~

I

!l

i

II

I,
"I'

•

l

i:
ii,

ii,I

c :..

I

,

I
I

!

i:

il

: j

:1
:!
li

h

q
j'

il

I

I,

'I

1\

i!

,~

I,

il
j:

I',

II

I,
i:

47

46

Ii

•

1

I:

1:

I'
I

~

,

.
,

,
t
~

r.
i

I

:
I

I

I
I

"
1,

I:
I' ,
\:

r'
i

i
I

,
~ iI

,

Yet Speaking

The Two Heredities

same, since the seeds of righteous char
acter are surely conveyed from parent
to children and children's children.
This is what the Apostle means by these
words, "'Vhosoever is born of God,
God's seed remaineth in him." He has
It divine ancestry to help him toward
holy living, to give him an impulse and
tendency to righteousness.
What astonishing words are those
when we seriously meditate upon them:
"He that believeth on the Son hath
eternal life." The very life of very
God dwelling within him as the source
and spring of holy action. That life is
sinless and incapable of begetting sin.
Reproduce it a thousand times and the
fruit will be the same, sinless and only
"Eternal life meaus a life
sinless.
without end," you say. Yes, and just
as truly it means 1\ life without begin
ning. Therefore the Christian is a mall
whose training began not a hundred
years before he was born, but a hun

dred ages. The springs of his holy liv
ing take their rise in the beginning
with God. As a boat thrust out into
the current of the Amazon or of the
Congo has all the momentum of the
headwaters of those mighty rivers be
hind it to bear it on, so It soul which
by faith believes on Christ and thus
comes into eternal life has the impulse
of God's beginuingless life behind it to
bear it onward in righteous living.
Here is encouragement for the weak
est sinner. You say, 0, young man,
,. Alas, what is the use of trying to be
good? My whole nature is against me.
What avails it to turn the weather-vane
to the South, when the wind is blowing
from the North? It is just as little use
for me to say, 'I will do right, I will be
good,' when the whole trend and tend
ency of my nature is against me."
Very true, and therefore Scripture saith
plainly: "The carnal mind is enmity
against God, for it is not subject to the
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law of God, neither indeed, can be."
That settles it. You cannot get right
doing out of wrong-being. You can
not get a rising virtue out of a fallen
nature. Therefore, it is that when we
believe, God puts another mind within
us. "It is called the law of the Spirit
of life," which makes us free from the
law of sin and death. Therefore, I be
seech you, to let go of the fallen lifo of
self, and lay hold of the risen life of
Christ. The old life which is a peren
nial fountain of sin and death must be
distrusted, mortified and put off: the
new life in Christ J eaus must become
our supreme reliance. For it is not
only written" that which is born of the
flesh is flesh," and" that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit," but it is also
written, "The flesh lusteth against the
Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh
and these are contrary the one to the
other." Take sides, therefore, with the
Spirit and against the flesh. Trust to

the death of Christ for the remission of
sin: trust to the life of Christ for over
coming sin. So shall you be "conquer
ors and more than conquerors," through
Him that loved and gave Himself for us.

1)0

I!
Ii
1
,
I

i'~

I

Ii

f

r,
I'
I

i.
!,

i .

i;

1, ~

!\

'I
i'
(

!

.,

'/

",
51

~

'·-3'

,

1

:

~f~??~i~L~=~::'::L ":~.~- .~--~a
,

\1
I

Taken Into Partnership

I.

t!

ilion 15.

Many a soul is brought to Christ
through the rebound of sin. "It is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks,"
Bays Jesus to the refractory soul. But
He permitted Him to run against the
pricks, to be wounded OIl the sharp
points of judgment in order that He
might react more powerfully toward
love and loyalty to God. If He had
not, through wrongdoing, been made
to confess Himself "the chief of sinners,"
He might never have learned to acknowl
edge Christ as the chief among ten thou
Band and the one altogether lovely. So
He departed from God for a season that
He might be received into His fellow
ship forever.
.
Observe, therefore, how evil is often
overruled for good. Sin is sin, and can
never be anything else j it is the enemy

Taken Into Partnership
"I beseech thee for my 80n Oncsimus, whom I
have begotten in my bonds j lvhom 1 have sent again j
thou; therefore, receive Mm. For perhaps he there
fore departed for a season, that thou shoulll~t receive
hiln forever; not now as a servant, but above a serv
mit, a brother beloued, If thou CfJ'Unt me, t1lerefore,
{I partner, receive him as myself.
If he hath wronged
thee, or Olveth thee aug lit, put that on 1ny account. "_

Philemon 10, 12, 15-18.

HISTORY
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" For perhap« he tii!parted fl'om thee fOI' a se08011
that tko» shouillest receive him forever. "-Phile

III

is often the richest form or
parable, and biography the most graphic
kind of preaching. The story of a run
away slave, as told in the epistle to
Philemon, is far more than a story. It
is an evangel, full of the richest and
most pathetic gospel. Let me call at
tention to some of the various phases of
this biographical sermon.
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publicans and harlots go into the king- ,
dom of God before you." Not that
these disreputable ones were m~,re wel
come. God is no such respecter of per
sons that He prefers the outcast and UIl- ;
clean to the worthy and virtuous. But
the self-righteous will not come to Him
since they'feel no need of Him. I heard
au honest Christian worker say that he
had reason to thank God that he ever
became a drunkard. "For," said he ,
"when I was strictly temperate I was
a self-satisfied moralist, with never a
thought of Christ as one for whom 1
.had need. But when I was overmas
tered by the power of drink, I was com
pelled to flee to Christ for refuge. Thus
my sin became my introduction to the
blessing of my soul."
Many of Christ's elect saints were
once the devil's castaways: They rose
very high in saintship, because they
sank 'very low in .siuship, Here is a
hint for Christian workers. Good ball
55
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of God and the destroyer of man, and
can never be christened into a hand
maid of virtue. Sentimentalists may
talk about evil's being only" good ill
the making," and sin's being the" all.
sence of holiness," the blank space ill
immature character waiting to be filled
in with something better. But we count
it the foe of man which deserves only
the fire of God-a foe with which no
soul should presume to be on friendly
terms for a moment.
Yet God compels even this enemy to
do service to man by the injury he in
flicts OIl him. Satan bites the lost sheep l
and they run to the good shepherd.
His sharp teeth tear their flesh till they
begin to bleat after Immanuel, saying,
"All we like sheep have gone astray."
Then they discover for the first time
the divine' provision, "But the Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all."
This explains our Lord's saying to the
Jewish chief priests and elders, "The
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players fire skilful at catching the ball.
on its rebound.
ready, oh servants
of Christ, to catch souls in their recoil
from Sill, that, by the grace of God,
their rebound from evil doing may be
a homebound toward God and right.'
eousness. This is the way that Mary
Magdalene and Augustine and John
Newton and John Bunyan were brought
into the kingdom. Their gross depar
ture from God for a season was the
means of their being received by him
forever.
, "Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired
to have you that he may sift you as
wheat; but I have prayed for thee that
thy faith fail not; and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren."
Oh shameful spectacle' this bold Apostle
following Christ afar off, when angels
are pressing neal" to wipe the bloody
sweat from His brow; warming himself
at the fire of the enemy, when the Mas
ter's soul was chill and faint with dying;

swearing, when seraphim and cherubim
were adoring and wondering to see
their glorious I . ord "led as a sheep to
the slaughter." But all this was per
mitted, in order to fashion Peter into a
chosen instrument for his Master. "And
when thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren." This broken reed be
comes a strong staff; this smoking flax
becomes a trimmed and shining light.
His fall was overruled, to his rising
again into such strength of manhood,
into such victorious saintship, that he
was fitted to be one of the very chiefest
Apostles. He departed from his Lord
for a season, that he might receive Him
forever.
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THE SERVANT MADE A BROTHER.

.'

"Not now 08 a sen-ant, but above a servant a
brother be/OIled. "-Philemon 16.

"

I

I ..

You remember how Jesus said to the
twelve: "Henceforth I call you not
servants, for the servant knoweth not
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what his Lord doeth; but I have called
you friends, for all things that I have
heard of My Father I have made known
unto you." How different is the posi
tion of the hireling disciple like Judas,
carrying the bag, ministering in the j
temporalities of Christ's kingdom, and
the bosom disciple like John, leaning on
Christ's breast at supper, sharing His
most brotherly confidence and listening
to His most cherished secrets. No
longer a servant merely, but a" brother
beloved" is the true Christian. Look
into any well-ordered Christian home
among us and see what the gospel has
done in this respect. The hired help
of the house, after the breakfast is
cleared away, is found gathered with
tho family, reading the Scriptures, join
ing in the hymn and kneeling in prayer.
Isn't that a change in the condition of
things from the time when a Roman
householder would strike a dagger
through the heart of his servant, if he

chanced to spill a dish of soup or to
break an earthen vessel as he was wait
ing on the table, and think no more of
it than of killing a dog? We need not
suppose that Philemon was any such
stern, hard master a.s this. But at all
events there would be a great change
when Onesimua, the Christian slave,
and Philemon, the Christian master,
should meet again. The one is still the
master and the other the servant. But
as related to Christ, they are both on
the same level.
So is the believer and his Saviour.
His servants we are forevermore; but
His brethren also, communing with Him
in the most intimate fellowship, telling
Him our trials as a brother" born for
adversity."
Here is the test of our
intimacy with Christ-that we have se
crets to tell that the world knows not
of. "Behold, I show you a mystery."
Ex
says Paul to the Corinthians.
pressed colloquially it would be: "Be·

58

/

\",
\

Ii
!I

f

II:

1 -

n

Ii

j I
iI
i I

ri '
i

I

ii!

;j

'II
\

j
'I

Ii
~

i'
;

(

~

ii,:;,
i
1',1
,
i,
I

i'
i

59

j

I

J

rI
-Ii

i'
II
II
Ii

-;;'~;";[~':

,

r:

.

"
.~

~\.

tl

-

.:

S~&ii&?Ui£4£O. Ua~4P _£-=-~ ,---~~~---'

.

'",

.'

,

il~
, \I
~

t

!

Taken Into Partnership

Yet Speaking

./

hold, I tell you a secret. We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed."
Nobody knows that but the Christian
who is intimate with Christ. Ask the
men of this world what is the most cer
tain fact concerning the future, and see
if they do not reply: U The one thing
which is certain is that all men shall
die." And a multitude of profound
Christians will join in this verdict. It
shows plainly that they do not know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.
Il Behold, I tell you a secret," says Paul.
II We shall not all sleep."
We shall not
all die. Multitudes will be alive at the
Lord's coming who will not die. Paul,
how did you learn that secret? II I
was caught up into Paradise; I heard
unspeakable words, which it is not law
- ful to utter. And as John leaned on
Christ's. bosom at the supper, so I was
privileged to lean on His bosom in Par
adise.
But remember I also heard
things which I was commanded to ut-

."

!

tel'. And you may know them as well
as I, if yOIl will seek to be intimate
with your Lord." U Henceforth I call
you not servants, but friends; and all,
things that I have heard of My Father J
I have made known unto you." Let
philosophers search their books; let
soothsayers consult their oracles j but
because ye are My brethren, " to you it
is given to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of God."
Come, Christian, what's the good
news of God? Hasn't J esus told you
anything worth repeating of late? If
so, tell it out in our assemblies for
prayer t that we may know it also; and
as you tell it, all shall exclaim, U Be-;
hold, he has been with Jesus and
learned of Him."
And not only to us but to those
without, Christ sends us with the mes
sage, U Behold, r bring you good tid
ings of great joy." Have you kept the
good news to yourself? One of the
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our cause on the cross, and it is as the
copartner with man that He maintains
our cause in heaven. Some opposers
have ridiculed the doctrine of atone-·
ment as theological bookkeeping; the
sinner's guilt charged to Christ and
Christ's righteousness charged to the
Binner; and BO salvation affected by a
kind of double-entry. But listen to
the real statement of the case:
There is Christ standing before the
throne. He has made a full and com;
plete atonement for our sins upon the
cross, and in the scars of His hands and
His feet and His side, there is written
the receipt in full of a fulfilled law.
Here comes a Binnerpleading for mercy:
Jesus beholding him looks into the
'Father's face and exclaims: U If thou

most execrated names in history is that
of a man who kept back the king's par
i don from a condemned nobleman who
. had been unjustly sentenced to death.
To you is committed the word of rec
onciliation, and the precious secrets of
that word are more and more revealed
to you through communion with Christ.
What will the angels think of you,
what will the Lord think of you, if you
keep those "secrets," to yourself and
. do not tell them out?

III.

THE ALIEN MADE A PARTNER.

" If fhou count me therefore as a partner receive
him as myself. If he hath wronged thee, or moeth
thee augM, put that on my account.' '-Philemon 17.

The deepest mystery of redemption
is revealed in these words. Christ is
the mediator between God and men;
but that means sometlJing more than a
go-between and negotiator; lIe is the'
kinsman of both parties. It is as the
copartner with God that He undertook
(l~

,count me as a partner receive him as my
self.." Christ does not stand before the

'"

Father as a beggar, negotiating an un
merited loan of mercy; but as a co
partner with God having an 'equal right
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Yet Speaking
to all the funds of grace that are treas
ured up in heaven. This is what is
meant by the words of J 01111, "If we
confess our sins, lIe is faithful and just
to forgive us 0111' sins, and to cleanse us
It would
from all unrighteousness."
be unjust in God not to extend pardon
to us now that Christ has purchased
that pardon on the cross. Let thou
sauds and tens of thousands come; let
them make a run on the bank of heaven
if they will; but it will never stop pay
ment. ,The blood-money of redemption
which Christ has on deposit there is an
infinite capital. His account can never
be overdrawn. " The exceeding riches
of His grace" is the Scripture estimate
of His wealth. Therefore it is said in
Scripture that" He is rich in mercy unto
all that call upon Him." As rich as
God Himself, since he is God's equal
partner.
But He is just as truly the partner of
man; for as God's son He is also our
64
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brother. Here comes a penitent, plead.
illg fur mercy. AmI Jesus pleads his
case with the Father. H If he hath
wronged thee, or oweth thee aught, put
that to My account," He says. What!
that liar's falsehoods, that blasphemer's
oath, that drunkard's revelries, that
harlot's impurities! Charge them all
to Christ's account! Yes, if they are
Duly willing to endorse the charge with
penitence and faith, and a sincere turn
ing from their iniquities. H If he hath
wronged thee;" oh how we have
wronged God; what slight of His love,
what neglect of His claims, what insults
to His holiness, what mockery in His
worship!
Oh," whither shall I go
from His presence, or whither shall I fly
from Hi):! spirit I" No, I may fly to His
arms, this moment if I will, since all
these sins are pu t to Christ's account,
and being put to His account were
nailed to His cross and so taken out of
the way forever.
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"That he migllt delil,rr
world."-GIII. I. 4.
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II He g<lt;C Ttilllsrlf for our sin.q aw.t he might de
lilJer tM from this presen: eva world, according to the
will of God and our Father.-Gal. i. 4.
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IlERE Christ's vicarious sacrifice
touches its lowest depths of humilia
tion. Once we' read that He "loved the
Church and gave Himself for it "-won
drous grace, the Bridegroom for the
Bride I Once we read, II Who loved
me and gave himself for me "-won
drous love, the Son of God for a SOil of
men I Here we read that He "gave
Himself for our sins "-the deepest con
descension, wherein He "who knew no
sin was made sin for us, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in
Him." Consider now what was the end
of this condescension,
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Attachment to Christ is the only
secret of detachment from the world.
Therefore I do not say, "break your fet
ters of evil habit that you may lay hold
of the Saviour," but, "lay hold of the
Saviour in order that you may break
your fetters of evil habit." I have
never known a man to stop sinning
until he had begun believing. 1 do not _
deny that unconverted men may carry
on a tremendous warfare with their evil
passions; but I do say that so long as
it is only self against sin, it will be
a drawn battle. In the seventh of
Romans we have a picture of this war
fare vividly portrayed, "For the good
that I would, I do not, but the evil that
I would not, that I do." Here is the
battle. "For I delight in the law of
God after the inward man." Here is
our better nature, one oC the combat
67

._
.....
,~

_'IlJb........I'J"'U...... , __

I.

I

•
'1"".;t~':"1I'f.-"~"'JI\

l

\!

i'

,

Ii
;l

II
11

!I
;~

Yet Speaking

Separation and Service

ants. "But I see a law in my members
warring against the law of my miud
and bringing me into captivity to the
law of sin which is in my members,"
Here is our evil nature, the other C011l
batant, And these two keep up tho
struggle. It grows hotter and hotter."
"The flesh lusteth against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh, and
these are contrary, the one to the
other." And this conflict will go on,
sorrowful defeat following sorrowful .
defeat, till Christ comes into the soul.
Then and only then will the shout be
heard, " Jesus is victor!" This has
happened repeatedly. I have seen and
bear record to the fact: The drunkard
victorious over his appetite; the world
ling victorious over his pleasures; the
self-seeker victorious over his avarice;
the sin ner victorious over his sins.
But how has the victory come? Tho
Apostlo answers: "The law of tho
spirit of life hath made me free from

the law of sin and death." "But," it
is asked, "is the battle won once and
for all at con version? " No, it has to
be fought again and again. I believe
that with most Christians the tempta
tion is to the misuse of good things; in
other words, that Satan turns our very
peace into war in order to get the vic
tory over us. Therefore look out for
the flag of truce that proposes a com
promise with the world. Beware lest
yon be beguiled through your harmless
pleasures. A traveler in Barbary men
tions seeing a beautiful clear spring of
water over which was inscribed this
motto: "Drink and be gone." Robbers
infested the region, and were constantly
on the track of the traveler, ready to
pounce upon and destroy him. There
foro he must snatch the cooling draught
and hasten on. Shall we refuse our
sel ves all pleasure in this world? Shall
we writo, "Tonch not, taste not," on
every innocent gratification? No; but
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Much of the religi.on of our day is
an adulteration-a mixture of earth
and heaven in the same compound.
Those who want to popularize Chris
tianity go in for this mixture. They
think a religion of mingled secularity
and spirituality will be more palatable
and will win more disciples. But it is
not so. Garibaldi recruited the army
with which he liberated Italy by calling
for such as were ready to accept cold,
hunger, nakedness and death. And
Christ gets the soldiers who are really
valuable to Him by proclaiming: II If
any man will bo My disciple, let him
take up his cross and follow Me." Real
strength for the church has al ways como
and always must come through un
worldly conditions and claims. By re
pentance, faith, and self-denial Christ
separates men from the world in order
to join them to Himself.
Hero is the tcst of evangclical faith
by which we ask to have it tried; it

as soon as we have tasted the pleasant
draught we must hurry forward lest we
be overtaken by the destroyer of our
souls. Drink and be gone I Hnsten
on from pleasure to life's serious busi
ness; from rest to life's serious toil j
from peace to life's serious conflict.
This is just what Peter meant when he
wrote, II Dearly beloved, I beseech you
as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts which war against the
80uL" The citizen may tarry, build,
plant, and reap; but the pilgrim must
make haste lest he take root in this
world, when his calling is to be rooted
in heaven.
This deliverance from a present evil
world means election, you see, not as- .
similation. As a sunbeam falls upon
a muddy pool and draws up from it
a clear crystal drop, leaving behind
all the filth and sediment with which
it was mixed, so Christ takes souls
out of the world into His kingdom.
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can take a sinner out of his sin. To
keep a serious-minded man serious; to
keep a moral mnn moral; to keep a re
spectable man respectable-this is not
a very difficult matter, especially when
your moral or respectable man has a
good heredity behind him. But to
change the immoral and the outcast
into the sober and respectable, is quite
another matter. That is the work
of the supernatural spirit operating
through a supernatuml Gospel. Noth
ing but an evangelical Christianity can
do this. Go into the liberal churches
where they boast so loudly of their
ethical preaching, and their high moral
ity, and their strict integrity; and ask
them how many drunkards they picked
from the gutter last year, changing
them into sober men who can pray and
sing praises to God. They cannot show,
you one, and they are condemned by
this test. The tall cedars can be easily
sawed and planed, and polished, and
n

fitted into their places ill the temple of
God j but the great problem in Illy boy
hood was how to pull the stumps, whose
strong, deep, gnarly roots have struck
down into the earth and grasped it with
giant fingers. Only by a tremendous
convulsion can these be uprooted. The
world is full of such stumps of human
ity, all beauty and grace gone; and
they only a mass of deep-rooted and in
veterate evil habits. "To deliver men
from this present evil world "-this is
the problem of humanity which the
Gospel solves.

'ip'
:
I

(

II

I'

I
""

-I
Ii

J

,I

i

t

"

!i!I

~

II.

:!

I

i

THE DIVINE STANDARD.

'j

I

73

"

i'

"Accord,:lIg to the will of Go(I."~Gnl. l. 4.

That is to say, God has His own
sovereign method by which He works,
and to this we are to conform. Often
have I heard it affirmed by earnest re
formers, that the grent problem which
the Church has to work out, is that of
adapting Christianity to the age. But
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if, as the text affirms, the age is evil,
why should we attempt to conform
Christianity to it? Oil the contrary,
the Word of Scripture is very explicit:
II Be not conformed to this t\ge, but be
ye transformed, by the renewing of
your minds, that ye may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God." There is nothing more
needed than this demonstration. Exhi
bitions of the bad and selfish and im
perfect will of man, are common enough,
but the divine will lived out in human
lives, the perfect will exhibited amid
imperfect surroundings-that is what
our non-conformity should exhibit
"proving what is that good and accept
j
able and perfect will of God."
The will of God is the rule and meas
ure by which all human conduct is to be
rectified. If traders have fallen into
the sin of measuring with a short yard,
stick, and weighing with a false bal
auce, is he the best friend of society

who succeeds in getting the standard of
weight and measure changed so as to
conform to this dishonest usage? Surely
not. Well sin has deranged our moral
standards, and the Christian is set into
the world not to adjust himself to the
age, but to convince the age of its sin
by exhibiting to it "the good and ac
ceptable and perfect will of God."
It strikes me as a most significant
name by which Christians are called in
the llible-" Believers." That is, they
are persons who accept what God says
as final. They set their watches by the
sun instead of by the town clock. One
of our preachers lately declared that all
thinkers now accept the doctrine of
evolution as true. That may be or may
not be-I will not discuss the question.
But how is it about believers? Think
ers accept one another's opinions: be
lievers accept the voice of God, Think
ers base their conclusions on 1\ "thus
saith scienco j " believers rest their

74

75

i'
t~

.

f

i

! .,
.t

""• • _ . _ . _ '·Ood

.:tfd"hj/lltl''ndt''~
,., r,

,'"

E"

.

\

.i

'i

I

,

I

.i
"

)1

f·

"

&2

•

I

I

,

,I
,II

i

I
I

I,

I

F

"

,:1

:;

L
i:

,i

1,

Yet Speaking

Separation and Service

faith on a "thus saith tho Lord." I
know that there are multitudes of be
lievers who accept the doctrine of
creation as true. They read in Genesis
the simple and sublime record that
in the beginning" God created man
in His own image, in the image of God
created He him; " and they credit the
record without question. They believe
implicitly that creation proceeds from
above, not from beneath : that God
spake and it was done, not that chaos
fermented and it was begun. " In the
image of God created He him." It may
seem like a very stupid and stubborn
tbing not to think with the great
thinkers, but we prefer to believe with
the great believers. Let who will
choose for himself the encomium: "He
thought with the great thinkers and it
was counted to him for originality j "
we prefer to take our place with faith
ful Abraham, if with him we may win
this epitaph: "He believed God and

it was counted unto him for righteous
ness."
This, my hearers, is tho chief distinc
tion of the Christian; he is delivered
from the present evil world-from its
way of thinking and reasoning; he is
"separated unto the Gospel of Gorl."
When others walk by sight, he walks
by faith; when others look at the things
that are seen, he looks at the things that
are not seen; while others say, "I have
proved, therefore I affirm," he says, " I
believe, therefore have I spoken."
How beautiful is the counterpart to
this text which the Apostle gives us in
another Scripture. He speaks of Chris
tians as those who "have tasted the
powers of the age to come." That is,
they are delivered from the present age,
and made partakers of the age to be.
It is a strange paradox, but as true as
strange. The pilgrim feeding from his
father's table while yet in the wilder
ness; nourished by angels' food while
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yet in the earthly house of his taber
nacle. "I have known more enjoyment
in one hour of communion with God
than in It whole lifetime of earthly
pleasure," says an experienced Chris
tian. If then yon ever get weary and
languid for a moment, II taste the powers
(If the world to come," and you will be
refreshed and invigorated r Beautiful
illustration of it we have in the story of
the sick soldier. He was given up to
die, and his father hastened from a long
distance to his bedside ill the hospital.
He lay half conscious, and nothing that
father or attendants could Bay could
rouse him till the father said: II Here
is a loaf of your mother's bread which
I have brought you." "Bread from
home I " said the dying man. "Give
me some j " and from that hour he began
to mend. Bread from heaven r Don't
fail to cat it every day, oh Christian.
You 1\1'0 in the world, but not of it, and
you will die if you eat the native food.

Feed upon the Word of God j live upon
the promise of God; satisfy your souls
with the hope of God which He has re
vealed to you in the Scriptures. "This
is that bread which cometh down from
heaven, of which if a man eat he shall
never hunger."
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III.

SEPARATION TO WHAT?

1. We are separated for our Lord's ownership.

'Ve speak of losing the soul. Who
is the loser? We speak of saving the
soul, For whom is it saved? " All
souls are mine," saith Gall. To lose
the soul is to defraud Him of His re
demption-right: to save It soul is to
restore to Him that of which He has been
defrauded. Gold cannot be used for
currency as long as it is mixed with the
quartz and rock in which it lies ern
bedded. So your soul is useless to God
till taken out from sin and enrthliucse
and selfishness in which it lies buried.
ily the regenerating power of the Spirit
711
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you must be separated unto Christ,
stamped with His image and super
scription and made into a divine cur
rency which shall bear His likeness
among men. The Christian "is, so to
speak, the girculating medium of Christ,
the coin of the realm by whom the
great transactions of mercy and grace
to a lost world are carried on. As the
currency stands for the gold, so does
the Christian stand for Christ, repre
senting His good and acceptable will.
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2. lVe are separated for our Lord'« service.

Christ takes us out of the world in
order to send us into the world. His
two great texts should never be for
gotten. "Y e are not of the world, even
as I am not of the world." "As tho
Father hath sent Me into the world, so
have I sent you into the world." I am
not advocating any surly asceticism, any
monkish or sel fish seclusion from so
eiety. It is the men and women who
80

rise highest into fellowship with Christ,
who plunge deepest into the sin and
woe of the world to rescue the lost. A
swimmer who would dive to the bottom
of It pool selects the loftiest point he can
find from which to leap. It is to me
one of the standing confirmations of the
truth of our religion, that its highest
saints have been its deepest divers into
the woe of our suffering race. A
worldly man is in the world, not to
make his neighbors more unworldly,
but to make himself more worldly. A
heavenly man is in the world to lift men
up to God. There is no peril to the
true saint in going into the world: he
call no more be hurt by it, than a sun
beam can be defiled by falling into mud
and slime. For the sunbeam has its
origin and continuance in the sun, and
the Christian has his source and being
in God. "Go yo into the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature,"
is our Lord's command, and in order to
6
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keep it, rise ye into living and constant
communion with your risen Saviour;
come out of the world by a true and
separating faith, that you may be sent
into the world bearing the blessing of
the Gospel of Christ.
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Triumph Through Trial
IIRejoice not agal:,Mt me, 0 mille enemy: when r
fall, I shall aI'ise j when I sa in darkncss, the Lord
'hall be a light unto me.' '-Micah vii. 8.

, :J

is one of those paradoxes of
grace with which Scripture abounds.
Man rarely advances in a straight line,
but rather through repeated reactions
and recoils. Many of us, after long
experience have to confess that down
ward is the directest way upward, and
backward the shortest way forward, and
inward the surest way outward.
HERE
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JVhm I fall, I shaTl arisc."-Deut.. xi. 19.

One very wise and worthy saying has
been handed down to us from Confu
~
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cius: .. It is not the question whether
one never falls, but whether he rises
every time he fnlls." Most true is the
statement. TIJCre ure those who stand
in such n. condition of pride and self
confidence that they are always in peril
of being cast down and destroyed; and
there are those who are so cast down
and broken through their sins, that
there is the greatest hope that they may
be quickened and raised up to newness
of life through Jesus Christ.
\Ve must ever remember that a truly
self-convicted sinner stands a far better
chance of salvation than a self-conceited
snin t, Christ himself declares that he
"came not to call the righteous but
sinners to repentance" (Matt. ix, 13).
WIJile this is a very compassionate say
ing, it seems, also, like a very perplex
ing one. If the Lord is no respecter
of yersons, why should he discriminate
in favor of the bad aml against the
good? oue might ask. But the simple

fact is, that grace has no field of oper
ations where self-righteousness holds
sway. "Where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound," says Paul.
But where righteousness abounds, grace
plainly cannot abound. I magine a
phil an thropist going to a Vanderbilt
or a Rockefeller, and giving them
twenty-five cents each, to buy a dinner
or to procure a night's lodging. Char
ity in such a case wonld be turned into
caricature; and the would-be philan
thropist would be set down as either a.
fool or a clown. Exactly so with" the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ which
bringeth salvatien." It cannot be be
stowed on one who professes to be
righteous j for grace is free unmerited
favor, and one who is meritorious has
no place for that which is unmerited.
This is clearly what the Apostle means
in his words to the Galatians: '" If
righteousness come by the law, 'then
Ohrist is dead in vain." That is, if you
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Yet Speaking
can perfectly keep the commandments,
of God, what need have you of the
atonement of the cross? Because
Christ regarded the world as hopelessly
in debt to the moral law, " He suffered
the just for the unjust," that He might
cancel our debt. But if you count
yourself perfectly solvent before the
claims of the decalogue, Christ's work
is nothing to you, and is an imper
tinence! Then, too, it is in the nature of
things that one cannot be enriched who
is Hot first of all sensible of poverty. ,
We say that there must be repentance
in order to salvation. But the need is
in us, as deeply as in God's plan of re
demption. " The full soul loatheth the
honey-comb," says the Scripture. It is
a proverb of universal application.
Who can pray very fervently, who has
nothing to ask for? Who can eat very
heartily who is not hungry? Who can
flee very earnestly for his life, who has
no apprehension that an enemy is on

~

~,
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his track? Need is the mother of de- ,
'sire, and danger is the incentive to
flight.
What fruitless work we have in
preaching the Gospel in these days of ,
ease and fulness I Down goes Sodom
into the lake of fire and brimstone,
though Abraham had prayed for it, and
Lot had pleaded with it, and angels had
been sent from heaven to warn it;
down it goes to suffer" the vengeance
of eternal fire." Ask the reason of its
,fall, and the answer of the prophet
Ezekiel is: "Behold this was the in
iq uity of thy sister Sodom j pride, ful
ness of bread, and abundance of idle
ness was in her."
These same conditions prevail to-day
to keep thousands away from Christ j
pride which will not Buffer one to bow
tho knee to Christ in penitenco j ful
ness of bread which does not permit
one to hunger and thirst after right
eousness j and abundance of idleness
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which will allow no place for the seri

says, 'these that are fallen shall enter

nus and weighty couccrns of Christ's
great redemption. The same Christ

in before you that stand on your fcet?'
and must men become drunkards before

who pronounced the beatitude of the
mountain sermon: "Blessed are they
that hunger and thirst after righteous
ness, for they shall be filled," said also.
, "Woe unto you that are full, for ye
shall hunger." The atmosphere rushes
to fill a vacuum but you cannot force
it into a full air-chamber. Fulness and
emptiness need only to be introduced,
to run to each other's arms. But I can
never persuade self-righteousness to
make even the most distant friendship
with the righteousness of Christ.
When I see the throngs pressing to
Christ in our rescue missions, J ask, .. Is
it BO that men must become druukards
and outcasts and moral wrecks, before
they will come to Christ? Is it so that
Christ looking upon many sober and
honest and virtuous ones in this cOlIgre
gution, points to these castaways and

they are saved?" God forbid, 13 ut
this I do say that you will have to take
the sinner's place before you can claim
the sinner's Saviour. Many of the'
highest saints were once the lowest sin-,
ners-Augustine, Bunyan and Newton.
As, the ball-player flings the ball upon
the ground with aU his might that it
may bound back into his hand, so God
flung these in bitter remorse and agony
of soul upon their sins, that they might
rebound into His hand. It is not neces
sary that one should be a moral repro
bate in order to become an earnest
Christian; but it is needful that we
should recognize and acknowledge our
true position in order. that grace may
aLound in us.
The simple fact is that we are in a
fallen condition by nature. Yes, worse
than fallen, we are in a burdened con
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ditiou. We bear the weight of in
herited transgression in our bodies and
souls. Every muu carries his father
and gl'llndfather on his back. People
sneer at the doctrine of original sin j
but-let them look at the facts of human
life and be silent. Nathaniel Haw
thorne, in his notebook published after
his death, says: II I have been reading
Bunyan's' Pilgrim's Progress.' What
a strange figure Christian cuts, going
through the couutry with that burden
on his back. I wouder what he had in
his pack!" Had the great novelist no
dealings with hill own conscience, that
he should ask such a question? 'Had
he had no observation of human 'life
and marked how men come into the
world weighted down with hereditary
tendencies to wrongdoing, under which
they stagger to the grave? The Pil
grim carried his own sins and the bur
den of original sin, inherited from his
forefathers. And he could never get

ease from that burden, till he came in
sight of the cross, where at one look of
faith, it rolled away to be seen no more.
What we need is a divine release aful
a divine reinforcement. ""tVe need to be
rid of the old burden, and then to be sub
jects of the new birth. Christ gives both
-a divine forgiveness and a divine he
redity-His own blessed life comes into
us to hold us up in right-doing after he
has lifted us up j to give a new ances
tral law which impels us to do right as
the old impelled us to do wrong.
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THROUGH DARK

NESS.
(j When
I sit in darkness, the Lord. shall be a
light unto me. J '-Mic. vii. 8.

"1

,
I

II Sliut your eyes in order that you
may see "-Isn't that strange advice to
give? Yet this is what you do when
you pray. You ·draw the curtains of
the eyes, and enter into the closet of
the soul, and shut to the doors that you
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may see God. You realize instinctively
that you must exclude the world ill
order to commuue with God. The in
ward eye, in other words, sees most
clearly when the outward eye is shut.
The whole secret of the power of
self-denial and fasting lies just here.
Why does the gardener cut off half the
branches of an apple tree, in order to
make it more fruitful? Because in this
way he can concentrate the vital forces
of the tree in fewer branches, and so
nourish the bud and fruit of these, as to
double their capacity for fruit-bearing.
So exactly, you cut off the fleshly
senses from indulgence, in order to
ilia ke the spiritual senses moro acti ve
aud keen, In other words, the same
amount of vita] force is moro powerful
when concentrated in one sense, than
when divided between two. Therefore
it is that a blind man has often so much
keener hearing, and so much finer sense
of touch, than he who is not so afflicted.
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Dnring a heavy London fog a few
years since, so heavy that it was im
possible for one to see anything a foot
beyond his eyes, a merchant was lost in
trying to find his way home. Running
against another man in the dark, he
told him his dilemma, when the latter
replied, "0, come along, I will guide
you home; the darkness does not
trouble me, for I am blind." It is a
signifioan t story. The loss of one sense
had strengthened the others, so that the
sense of feeling had now come to fill the
place of the sense of sight.
And what says the Scripture con
cerning the Christian? "For we walk
by faith and not by sight." And faith:
looks "not at the things that are seen,
but at the things that are not seen."
And the man of faith can lead the man
of reason when the latter cannot find
his way: "Wh~ll I sit in darkness the
Lord shall be a light unto me:' If you
are willing to choose the darkness of
93
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faith instead of the illumination of rea
son, wonderful light will break out
I upon you from the \Vord of God.
! The deepest things in Scripture can
never be discovered by the natural un
derstanding. This is what is meant by
that saying, II Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man the things which God
hath prepared for those that love Him."
The sense of sight, the sense of hear
ing, the sense of feeling-these cannot
grasp the mysteries of God contained in
the Bible. II But," it is immediately
added, "God hath revealed them unto
us by His Spirit." And the eye of faith
is the organ by which we appropriate
what the Spirit reveals. If you have
been brought into darkness through
trial or chastisement, be assured that
God can use it for the clearer illumina
tion of the soul. "Unto the upright
there ariseth a light in the darkness,"
says the Psalmist; and we have to add,
H
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that unto the worldly there ariseth
darkness out of the light.
Alas I it must be said, the happy
well-to-do people of our time, as a rule,
care little for that thing which God
holds first and supreme.s--the attain
ment of eternal life. This is why God
has so often to hurt us before He can
help us. "What is that man doing?"
asked a little child in a frightened way
as she sat for her photograph. He was
pulling a black cloth over his head,
while he was adjusting his camera.
And that was what God was doing for
you when that black sorrow or trial
came to you. He wants your picture.
The great end of His redemption is, that
we should be " conformed to the image
of His Son." And shame on us, that it
is so, He had to hide His face behind the
pall of some dark providence, before He
could impress Christ's image upon our
hearts and lives. We find plenty of
desperate drunkards pressing forward to
95
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be saved in these days, plenty of Mag
dalsues : but; a happy well bred and
well-Ied yOllng man or WOllHUI reaching
forth eagel' huuds for salvation, is a
rarity indeed. Must Jesus say again to
us, "The publicans and harlots go into
the kingdom of God before you."
Not only this, but respectable .moral
ists take offence at us when we tell
them that if they would enter the Iring
dom of heaven, they must not depend
upon their morality as the ground of
acceptance with Goel, but he saved by
grace alone. What, 0 preacher, will you
force me into spiritual ban kru ptcy and
compel me to take the poor debtor's oath,
and set down all my assets of right
eousness as filthy rags, and cry, " God
be merciful to me a sinner!" I as
sure you from my personal knowledge,
they will not endure such doctrines
from us. "Make the people think well
of themselves, if you would have them
think well of you.vsnid Chesterfield, the
9G
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great master of etiquette. I would I
could make men think meanly of them
selves this morning, that thereby they
might; be led to think well of Christ,
who came ,', not to call the righteous.
but; siIln~rs to repentance." Only those
who have struck the deepest note of
penitence, can reach the highest note of
praise. Only those who have confessed
themselves the" chief of sinners," are
able to worship Christ as the chief
among ten thousand.
Mark, what I am saying, is fact.
"Except a man be cast down, he will
not rise," is the sentence of the prophet.
"Except ye be converted and become
as little children, ye shall not enter the;
kingdom of heaven," says Jesus. Doc
trine and life answer each other literally.
The Old Testament and the New are
tho stereotyped plates from which more
human history is printed than can ever
be bound up and catalogued. Listen!
An aged man with whom I was a guest,
7
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took me into his closed parlor one
morning, and pointing to a sweet face
hanging on the wall, said: "There she
is : we lived togethcr fifty years and
now she is gone; but I never knew
what communion with Christ was, till I
lost her." A brilliant lawyer of fifty,
keen and unscrupulous as a sword, said:
II See those empty baby shoes hanging
on the wall. Until the feet which once
filled them, were taken to walk in Para-.
disc, I never prayed or believed in
Jesus Christ; but now he is my all."
II Oh, fools and slow of heart to be
lieve," well may our Lord say to us
again. Alas, that we have to be driven by
the lash to care for those things, which
are highest and divinest I Must we be
goaded into heaven? Must we be made
sore and bleeding by being hurt upon
the sharp point of afflictive providence,
before we will obey him? Goll forbid I
Let the love of Christ constrain us ere
the terror of the Lord shall overtake us.
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VI
The Three Admonitions
II

Surely I comequickly." Rev. xxii, 20.

THE startling warning with which
the Apocalypse closes is one that reo
Bounds through the entire book. From
the II Behold he cometh with clouds" in
tho first chapter to the II Behold I come
quickly" in the last, it is the keynote
of the entire Revelation, and gives
solemnity and emphasis to all its ex
hortations and warnings and hopes. I
desire at this time to dwell rather upon
the admonitions oonnected with our
Lord's coming than upon the event it
self, and to show you what practical
duties and attainments are immediately
associated with this" Coming," in the
book of Revelation.
99
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CONSEORATION.

Behold I come

(1,8

a thief.
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tootchelh an.d kecpclh!d8 /]ttrlncnls." Rev. xvi, 16.
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You will observe that it is not the
soul which we are here warned to be
anxious about, but the garments of the
soul: which is simply saying that it is
our santification as well as our salva
tion with which we should be earnestly
occupied ;-" He that kecpeth his gar
ments." 'Vearing clothes is the most
serious occupation of a large part of
the human race. From the Congo
savage clad in dazzling Manchester
calico, and compassed about with rings
of brass, to the fashiouable belle of
New York, dressed in the most brilliant
silks and satins which Paris can furnish,
dress- wearing is the chief end and busi
ness of innumerable children of men
both Christian and pagan. Therefore
Christ struck the sharpest blow He ever
dealt at human pride when lIe said.

..j
i

. ,,

.. Take DO thought of what ye shall put
on."
But on the other hand I remind you
from Scripture that there is a clothes
wearing to which it becomes us to be
most seriously attentive. Wonderful
word is that of the Apostle: "Know ye
not that so many of us as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ?" Not
simply the righteousness of our Sav
iour; not sirnply the beauty of His holi
ness or the graces of His character are
we to put on as a garment. The Lord
Himself is our vesture.. Every Chris
tian is not only a Christ-bearer but a
Christ-wearer. "Ye are so to enter into
Him by communion, to be so endued
with His presence, and embued with His
Spirit that men shall see Him when they
behold us, as they see our garment 1
when they look upon our bodies. It is a
sad thing to lose the soul, but is it noth
ing to lose that exhibition and realization
of Christ by which we " show forth the
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virtues of Him who hath called us
out of darkness into His marvelous
light? "
What parables of divine things we
got from common life. Certain slum
sisters in New York are reported to'
have found a waif with whom they had
a singular experience. The little out
cast boy had never known the dellght
of a suit of clean clothes. If he ever
possessed such they had probably been
pawned from his back by drunken
parents. And these angels of mercy
brought this lad to their home, washed
him and combed his matted hair and
then clothed him with a new suit.
When bedtime came they attempted
to teach him his first prayer: II Now I
lay me down to sleep. I pray the Lord
my soul to keep." " Now I lay me
down to sleep, I pray the Lord I my
clothes' to keep," was the response.
Then followed teaching on the Boul
its value and the importance of its sal

vation-in order to more intelligent
praying. nut still the little waif held
fast to his origin;l.l petition, "I prn.y the
Lord my clothes to keep." And who
can say that he was Bot right? Alas
are we not taken up too much with the
salvation of our souls and too little oc
cupied with the sanctification of our
lives? The careful spiritual discipline
by which we become invested with the
holiness of Christ: the daily puLting off
of the old man and the putting all of tlio
new man who is renewed in knowledgo
after the image of Him who created him
-this is so supremely important that our
daily and constant prayer may well be
directed to this encl, that so at the last
we may .. be found in Him not having
our own righteousness but the right
eousness of Christ which is by faith."
To our Laodicean age Christ is speak
ing loudly to-day upon this point.
Saved by grace and justified by faith
we seem to imagine that this is all.
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Secular lives, worldly fellowships, con
formity to the fashion and show of an
evil generation-all this is too easily
allowed if only in the end our souls may
be saved. But above all this worldly
living we hear the voice of Jesus Christ
saying: "I counsel thee to buy of Me
white raiment that thou mayest be
clothed and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear." Ah yes!
the word of Christ plainly tmnslated is:
" Blessed is he that watcheth and keep
eth his clothes." And the little lad
asked more than he knew when he said,
"I pray the Lord my clothes to keep."
Oh Christians lulled to sleep by worldly
fellowships and associations, stupefied
by luxury and self-indulgence, answer.
ing every appeal to your conscience
with "a little sleep, 3 little slumber, a
little folding of the hands to sleep,"
sleep on if you will; but pray as you
lie down to sleep, "I pray the Lord
I my clothes' to keep."
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II.

RECOMPENSE.

"Behold I come quickly alld !II y reward i8 with me,
to give to cl'ery man according a8 Iii« work shall be."
Rev, xx ii, 12.
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I think there is n tendency among'
Protestants to depreciate the preaching
of rewards for service as though it gave
a commercial character to Christianity
and made a gain of grace. But Doth
ing could be farther from the doctrino
of Scripture. As universally as the
Bible teaches us that we are redeemed
for naught, does it teach that we are
recompensed according to our works.
The school of grace is a common
school, but it is the greatest possible
mistake to conclude that because its
tuition is free, therefore all pupils be
long to the same class and will grad
uate with the same degree. And when
I hear Christians testify that they
would be satisfied with the lowest place
in heaven, if only by the grace of Gnu
they are permitted to reach there at all,
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l reply that their Lord will not be so
easily satisfied if they are: He wants
them to strive for the highest place, for
a soatnearest the throne, and for a crown
of the brightest lustre. 'We must 1001,
out that our humility is not indolence
with a solemn countenance upon it, the
real fact being that we are content with
the lowest place in heaven, because
we nave not energy and self-sacrifice
enough to make us strive after the high.
est. And if they say that it is selfish
to seek after rewards in the service of
Christ, we lII'ge them to try it and they
will find that it is self-sacrificing instead
of self-seeking. The martyrs spoken of
in the eleventh of Hebrews were not,
selfish who were \\ tortured, not accept
Ing deliverance that they might obtain
n. better resurrection "-that first resur
rection wherein they should become
sharers with Christ in His deathless life.
No r the rewards of heaven are valu
able dB the credentials of our cross

bearing on earth. Christ delights in
those who stand ready to suffer with
Him now, that they may be glorified with
Him hereafter. Be a happy Christian
here, if that is your principal aim: col
lect tho interest on your spiritual in.
vestments every day: cut the coupons
from the bonds of the everlasting cov
enant 3S fast 3S they become due and
thus realize your hundredfold in this
life, according to the promise, in love,
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. But
tho Christian who foregoes all this for
Christ's sake is the oue that most
pleases his Lord. III a word, the future
rewards which our coming Saviour has
to bestow, are most precious for what
they indicate concerning our present
earthly life. The photographer must
have a negative, as he calls it, in order
to furnish you with a picture. Now
the earthly cross is tho negative from
which the heavenly crown is to be
made; the Buffering and sorrow of the
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present time determining the glory,
honor and immortality of the life to
come. Christ cannot give us the rec
ompense of reward except we have
fashioned the counterpart thereof in
our patient endurance of the cross for
His name's sake. "To give to every
man according as his work shall be."
There is the measure of our reward.
"Vo are saved by grace. Mix in good
works and merit, and grace is no more
grace. We are rewarded according to
our works. Mix in grace and faith,
and reward is no more reward.
We should strive for high rewards, not
because it is pleasant for us to attain
them, but because it will rejoice our
Saviour's heart to bestow them, since
they will constitute the crown and cre
dential of our fidelity in His service.
The century plant which blooms once
in a hundred years, could not havo
bloomed if tho grow1.h and increase of
any single year had been wanting. And

the "well-done" which J esua will pro
nounce upon His faithful servants at tho
end of the age, will only be possible as
tho result and consummation of all the
years of well-doing and cross-bearing ill
which we served our Master. There
fore, my brethren, see what a practical
subject we have in hand,
Rejoice in a free salvation i exult in
that doctrine of unmerited grace by
which you have been Accepted and
justified. But remember that work
only can grasp reward. Then visit the
sick, feed the hungry, bear the burdens
of the oppressed, suffer and sacrifice for
the poor and preach the Gospel to the
perishing, that your Lord when II e sits
upon the throne of glory may say, " In
asmuchas ye-" believed? No! He is
not tnlking about salvation now out
service. Illuasmuch as ye dill it unto
the least of those yo did it unto Me."
See JesuS our Brother and Leader stand
ing at the right-hand of God. TIle
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Yet Speaking
nail-pierced hands which He lifted up in
prevailing intercession with God, he
also stretches ant in importunate plead
illg with us. He pleads for the dark
continents for which He died with their
thousand millions of yet unevungclizod
souls; He pleads for the groat shivering
hungry multitude in OUr cities who lack
bread and shelter; He pleads for the in
numerable company of sin-defiled, heart
broken sufferers with which thc world is
filled. Go to them, sympathize with
them, suffer for them, minister to them,"
He says. And if you with that mer
cantile spirit so engrained in human na
ture ask: "And what reward shall I
lrnve ? " He will answer: " They can
not recompense thee: but thou shalt be
recompensed at the resurrection of the
just." That is enough for me. I had
rather have Christ's gold than the
world's copper. I had rather wait a
thousand years for Christ's" well-done
good and faithful servant," than to havo
110
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the immediate felicity of man's II well
done great and successful servant."

III.

STEADFASTNESS.

"Behold I COlne qnickly. Hold fast that whirh tkow
llast Ihollt() inan take thy crown." Hev. iii: n·Hi,

You remember how earnestly the
Apostle exhorts us in the epistle to the
Hebrews to "take heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time
we let them slip." Here is the contrast.
Holding fast or letting slip, which shall
it be? You have some days of life reo
maining, yOll know not how many.
Hold fast to them : load them with
some blessing for men and some obedi
ence to God before they have gone from
you forever,
Hours are golden links, God's token,
Reacbing heaven, one by one.
Seize tbem lest the chain be broken
Ere thy pilgrimage be done.

Well may the wisdom of the world
repeat its maxim in our ears, "time is
111
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money." To those that know that they
have souls to be saved or to be lost, it
is vastly more than this. Time is etcr
uity in the making. Every man carries
his own heaven or hell with him into
the other world. The hours of this
present life are the ages in embryo of
the life ,to come. The blessedness of
hea ven is not a hothouse plant suddenly
bursting into bloom under the light of
the New Jerusalem. Neither in time
nor in eternity can one be greater than
he is, or happier than he is capable of
being. Heaven is the summary of
earth: all that you are in faith and
holiness now, all that yon do ill service
and self-denial now, all that yon believe
in trust and confidence in God now
this summed up at last and re-lived in
the presence of God will constitute yom
glory and crown of rejoicing. There
fore our Lord mukes His coming possible
every day that He llIay incite us to IIS0
every day as though it were our last,

and to fill every day with sterling sac
rifice and service. Therefore, spiritual
indolence is not only a dreadful sin, but
a dreadful loss. 1t robs God of His
service and it robs us of our crown.
I know that thc best and truest doc.
trines are likely to be abused. The doc
trine of good works has been perverted
by the Catholic Church in to salvation
by penance and merit alone; but so has
the doctrine of justification by faith
been perverted by Protestants iuto sal.
vation by can version and faith alone.
Both are extreme views and therefore
to be deplored. Saved by grace, indeed!
All praise to God that He has chosen
to accept us on such gratuitous terms
when we had nothing to pay. But there
is such a thing as a meagre and stinted
salvation, Forget it not all you~vho
hear me: you are called to serve as well
as to believe, to good works as well as
to faith. Every ill Ie hour will be taken
out of your wages when tho pay day
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comes: every not-done will be sub
tracted from your II well-done " when
the books are balanced. If you are
trying that nineteenth century scheme
of making the best of both worlds, be
sure that at the end you will find that
all yon gained from this has been lost
out of that. Therefore be diligent:
toil, pray, watch, preach, give and go.
The time is short: the Lord is at hand:
let no man take thy crown. I long to
see more am bi tious Christians. And
when I say ambitious, I use a word that
occurs in Scripture several times. "I
exhort you brethren that ye be ambi
t ions to be quiet and to do your own
busiuess." (1. Thess. iv, 11-12.) Fit·
Ling words considering our high calling I
Make your religion a business, not a
by-play. Put capital into it instead of
seeking only to draw interest out of it:
stri ve for a heavenly crown instead of
seeking for earthly comfort. How the
Apostle Paul seeks to provoke us to

emulation on this point, by pointing to
the combatants for earthly prizes. How
they deny themselves and endure hard.
ness to toughen their muscles. II They
do it for a corruptible crown," he ndds,
II but we for an incorruptible.'
There
fore our diligence should be a hundred
times greater than theirs. Alas I is it
not too often a hundred times less?
You have heard the oft-told tale of the
artist who had succeeded after long
diplomacy in gettillg an engagement
with the queen to sit for a picture. His
fortune Wl\S considered assured by this
lucky stroke. He made all his prepara
tions: had his room all ready. His ap
paratus all adjusted for his work. But
alas, by an unhappy blunder he was out
when the queen called. She could not
wait and be missed his chance. " De
ye also ready for ill such an hour as ye
think not the SOli of Man cometh."
Our only security is in beiug always
prepared. There is a very striking ex
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hortation in that very ancient Greek
document which was recently discov
ered called .. The Teaching of the
Twelve." It reads thus: "Watch for
your life's sake. Let not your lampe go
out 1101' your loins be un girt, but be
ready for ye know not the hour in which
your Lord cometh. Assemble oft, seek
ing the things pertaining to your souls
for the whole time of your faith will
not avail unless you be perfected ill the
last time."
I beseech you therefore consider
whether you are ready to meet the Lord.
No lamps, however elaborate their COII
struction 01' however burnished and
brilliant will suffice to gain you admit
tance to the marriage-supper unless you
have oil in them. The life of God in
your soul-have you obtained it by be
lieving on His Son? The Holy Spirit
in your heart, ha vo you secured the
blessing by a prayerful and watchful
waiting upon God? Then I beg you
110
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do Hot trifle. When once the Master
of the house has risen up and hath shut
to the door it will be too late. You
have the Gospel. I have spoken it
plainly in your ears. You have the
promise, .. Believe on tho Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be saved." You
have the gift of eternal life within your
reach. Then lay hold on eternal life.
Let no man take thy crown.
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The Voice in the Garden
II Tholt that dwellcst in the gardentJ i the companio718
hearken to thy voice i call8e me to hear it. "--S. of S.
viii. 13.
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I HAVE no doubt that the Song' of
Solomon is a rich poetic celebration of
the excellency and beauty of OU1' Im
manuel. The name which was put
upon our Lord at the Jordan: "This
is my Beloved Son,' is the name which
everywhere abounds in this Oriental
poem. The Bride-the Church of Christ
-is pouring out perpetual tributes of
affection upon Him: "My Beloved is
mine and I am His "-just as Jesus said
a thousand yeats later when speaking
of His Church, "All Mine are thine, and
thine are Mine." "It is the voice of

.'

•

The Voice in the Garden
my Beloved that knocketh, saying open
to Me." How perfect an echo of what
we hear in the Revelation: "Behold;
I stand, at the door and knock, if any.
man will open unto Me I will come in.":
"My Beloved spake and said unto me,
, Rise up, my love, my fail' one, and come
away,''' How constantly since His de
parture to the Father has Christ been
saying this. "Wherefore He saith,
awake thou that sleepest and arise from
the dead and Christ shall give thee
light." The rich communion between
Christ and His Church-the holy inter
change of love and service, where can
we find it so glowingly exhibited as in
this divine poem of the Bride and the
Bridegroom?
"Thou that dwellest in the gardens;
the companions hear thy voice." Is it
not literally true of Christ that he
dwelleth in the gardens?
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Then we are told that c< He prayed
and was in such agony that He sweat as
it were great drops of blood falling
down to the ground." " Gethsemane "
means an "olive press." All summer
long the olive fruit is ripening on the
tree, the grape cluster on the vine. In
the autnmn, they are cast into the press
that the oil and wine may be forced out.
Oh, good Samaritan! Thou who wilt
pour oil and wine into the wounds of
our suffering race, Thou hast come to
the wine-press HOW. The weight of the
world's iniquity is on Thy heart, and as
its awful pressure weighs Tllee down,
Thou dost bleed at every pore. Where
are Thy disciples now, of whom Thou

didst 8ay n. lit tle while ago: II Ye are
they that have continued with .l\Je in
.My temptations?" Yonder arc Peter
and .Tames and John, sleeping in tho
midsb of their Master's agony, while He
cries out, "I have trodden the wine
press alone, and of the people there was
none with Me." Tfle wine-press I 'What
is this pressure on the heart that forces
blood from every pore? It is the
strnggle and shrinking of the human
will. FOl' the inward crucifixion must
precede the outward. The hardest
struggle is not under the surgeon's
knife, but in bringing the will to submit
to the operation.
And now is the hour ann the power
of darkness. As Christ entered into
the world He said: "La, I come, I de
light to do Thy will, Oh Gaol" Bllt
now the dread of pain has seized Him;
now a shrinking aud reluctant human .
natura faints j now tile sensitive hody
draws back from the rude defilement

120

121

I.

i

.

CHRIST IN THE GARDEN OF TE~'
TATION.

When Jesu« luul finished hi.' last diseour.,e and
l,raye,' ,ce {Ire tol,! tlutt he " lvent· [orth. with his disci
llle.l over the brook [(edron lI'here ,oas a gnrdeIL,"

and came" unto a place called Gel.llsemane. "-John
xviii. 1.
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The Voice in the Garden

that is about to be put upon it by wicked
hands, now the delicate nerves quiver
before the sound of the hammer and
the tearing of the heavy nails through
tho flesh, and He prays that if it be pos- I
sible the cup may pass from Him.
"Thou that dwellest in the garden, Thy
companions hearken to Thy voice." And
what did )TOU hear, oh, Simon, Son of
Jonas, when you were in the garden
with your Master? II Alas I" says Peter,
"I heard Him say, My soul is exceeding
sorrowful even unto death: tarry ye
here and watch. And I remember how
He went forward a little way and then
fell down as though crushed by a burden
that was too heavy for Him. And there
He lay for nearly an hour on His face.
I kept watch for some time, but being
very tired I finally fell asleep. Yet I
remember very distinctly, the words of
His prayer, and how He repeated it over
and over again: 'Father, if it be pos
sible let this cup pass from Me; never
122

theless 110t My will, but Thine be done.'
But, alas! I was very tired and heavy
with sorrow. I never CRIl forgive my
self for it, that even while lIe was pray
ing I fell asleep; and 1 remember JlUW
He came and touched me, not roughly,
hut gently, and said softly, 'Simoll,
sleepest thou? Could'st thou not watch
with Me one hour?' And then He
added: 'Watch and pray lest ye enter
into temptation. The S"pirit truly is
willing, but the flesh is weak,' aud went
away again and knelt down and prayed
once more. Oh, sorrowful night, would
that it were possible for me to live it .
over' again, how differently I should do !
But the opportunity is gone forever."
II John, who leaned on His bosom at
the Supper, you were one of those whom
He took with Him into His garden,
what did you hear Him say? " II Alas,
I, too, slept I I heard His prayer and
when it seemed as though He would die
under His weight of agony, I saw an
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angel come and strengthen Him, but I
was so oppressed with sorrow that I
.fell asleep. And the thing which now
smites me to the Mart as I remember
it, is to think how patien t and tender Ife
was with us. He did not chide us, but
just when lIe needed our watchful care
so much He came to us and said, I Sleep
on now and take your rest; behold the
hour is at hand, and the Son of man is
betrayed unto the hand of sinners.'''
" Thy companions hearken to thy voice,
cause me to hear it I" Christ is still in
Gethsemane; still in the person of His
body which is His Church, is He "ex
ceeding sorrowful even unto death,"
because of the sins of the world; else
what means the injunction that we are
"to fill up that which is behind of the
suffering of Christ for His body's sake
which is the Church?" And what is
His command to us? ." What I say unto
one I say unto all: Watch.' And again
speaking by the HoI}:Ghost lIe says, "yo
12~
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are not of the uight nor of the darkness.
Therefore, let us not sleep as do others,
but let us watch and be sober." Oh, ye
whose eyes arQ heavy with sleep'
soothed into guilty s\lllnber by YOllr
ease and prosperity so that you lJO
longer have any fellowship with the
suffering of Christ I Behold what is
passing! Souls are perishing in sin by
the hundreds every day and you repos
ing ill cushioned ease and luxury, not
even dreaming that you have any re
spousibility for their loss. And Illay it
be that the crisis is already past j that
Jesus hasgiven you up aud said, " Sleep
on now and take your rest 7" Nevel,
did that sacred opportunity to watch!
with Christ, return to His disciples.
Lost then, it was lost forever. And if
}IOW when Jesus is still 1JclIOlding tho
travail of His soul in tho redemption of
the world, if you Iail to be with Ilim
watching for souls as they that must
give account, remember that the oppor
l;'!v
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And now He sleeps there, wrapped in
the winding sheet of burial-angels
keeping guard about the tomb. His
companions have come early to His sep
ulchre. Shall they ever hear His voice
again? Oh for one touch of that gra
cious hand I Oh for one greeting from
those holy lips. But alas I the sepulchre
is empty! and there stands Mary Mag
dalene before its entrance, weeping.
But hark! II Thou that dwell est ill the
gardens, thy companions hearken to thy
126
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tunity will never return. II'Vatch
therefore," says your Lord, "lest com
ing suddenly, He may find you sleep.
iug."
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" Now in the place where he Was crucified there was
a ga,-den,. and in the garden a new sepulchre wherein
wa~ neller mall laid.
There laid they Jesus, there
fore, for the scpulchre was nigh at hand, "-John
x ix. 41, 42.
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voice." II Jesus saith unto her, Woman,
why weepest thou?" Oh, mother, who
hast followed thine only son to the
grave, and there buried all thy dearest
hopes I Oh wife, widowed now who
wast once unspeakably happy;-the
strong staff and the beautiful rod on
which thou didst once lean, broken I
"'Why weepest thou? " "The Lord is
risen and become the first-fruita of them
that slept." And only a little while,
and He will come and open the grave of
your beloved as He opened His own.
Never shall I forget a scene which I
witnessed in yonder cemetery. There
was one solitary mourner bearing an
only child to burial. I stood by his
side and offered the last prayer, and
then he shut the lid of the casket and
locked it, and putting the key into his
pocket turned away. Instantly I seemed
to hear from the garden of God where
Jesus is, the words II 'Why weepest
thou?" II Fear not for I am He that

BURIAL.
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liveth and was dead, and behold I am
alive forevermore, and have the keys of
death and the grave." That father
could turn the key that shut in hi8
child, but not the key that opened tho,
door back to life. But Jesus has the'
key that "openeth and no man shut
teth.'
Yet how slow of heart are we to be
lieve! "Mary, supposing Him to be the
gardener, saith unto Him: Sir, if thou
have borue Him hence, tell me where
thou hast laid Him and I will take Him
away. J eSHS saith unto her, Mary I"
The goal! Shepherd is calling His sheep
by their names. She turned herself and
saith unto Him, Rabboni I which is to
say Master. Jesus said," touch me not
for I am not yet ascended to my Father."
"'Touch me not." Henceforth we
are to know Christ no longer after the
flesh. Not that He is uny more remote
from us than ever. He can still be
"touched with the feeling of our in
12B
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finuities." But now it is by faith and
not by feeling. Now it is by our sins
,
and sorrows that find healing in His
. wounds that we are to know Him. " 1
.ascend to my Father and to your Father,
to my God and to your God." No
longer does He say as He said in the
garden, "My Father, let the cup' pass.
from me." No longer does He say as on
the cross, "My God, why hast thou for
saken me? " Now He has reconciled us
with God, and put away all enmity.
He has brought us into the same place
in the Father's heart which He holds
Himself. So that now He can say, " My
God and your God. My Father and
your Father." Cause me to heal' this,
day thy voice, oh beloved, and to know
that now" through Him we both have
access to the Father." And 1I0W while
l\fRry Magdalene and that other Mary
ran to bring the disciples word, behold,
Jesus meets them, saying, "All hail."
Once more His companions hear His
9
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voice, II And they came and held Him by
the feet and worshiped Him." " How
beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of Him that Lringeth . . . . . good
tidings of good that publisheth salva
tion." They held Him by tho feet and
in those wounds they clasped the token
and pledges of their forgiveness.
Look to the wounds of Christ, oh
sinner; look to the wounds of Christ
for the evidence that your sins are put
away. No WOUlIUS in your conscience
will suffice j no wounds of deep and
piercing penitence in your heart will do.
" He was wounded for our trangressions
-He was bruised for our iniquities."
And now as He comes forth from the
grave with the scars of his crucifixion
upon Him, His companions hear His
voice, saying unto them II Peace," and
when He had so said He showed them
His hands and His side, and even unto
this day those wounds in Jesus' glorified
body are a surer token of our forgive

ness than all thc feeling or spiritual evi
dences that we can experience ill a lifo
time.
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III.

CHRIST

IN

THE

GARDEN

;

OF

GLOH.Y.
"To kim that overcometh will I give io rat. of the
tree of life tllat ill ill the Illidst of the P(\l"adisc of
God. "-Rev. ii. 7.

.Just before He yielded up His spirit
on the cross lIe said to the dying thief,
"This day shalt thou be with Me ill
Paradise." Now paradise means a gar
den and into that place of eternal
beauty the Lord has entered, and
LllOUgh it is "a land that is very far
off," we still hear the voice of the Lord
walking in the garden. Hear Jesus
speaking from His ascended glory: "To
him that overcometh will I give to eat
of the tree of life that is in the midst
of the Paradise of God." That eternal
deathless life from which Adam was de
barred by Bin, Christ by His death has
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The Voice in the Garden

,\1 :

again made accessible. The flaming
sword which guarded it from man's ap
proach has been bathed in the blood of
Immanuel and now it can 110 longer
shut us out of Paradiso. "lllessel1,"
says our glorifieu Lord, IC Blessed are
they that wash their robes that they
may have right to the tree of life."
" Right I" 011 wondrous transforma
tion! The sword of justice has actnally
been turned to our defence, so that in
stead of driving us from the tree of life
it guards our approach thereto. " Gird
thy sword upon thy thigh, Oh Im
manuel, and in thy majesty ride forth
prosperously, saying uuto a world dead
ill trespasses and sins-I I am come that
they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.''' "I
will meet thee again at Philippi," said
tho ghost of Julius Cmsar to Brutus.
c'I will meet thee again at Calvary!"
said the Prince of Life to Satan when
116 had brought death to our first par-

ents in Eden. lIo has met him. When
on the cross lIe yielded np His spirit, He
inflicted a mortal wound 011 "Him that
hath tho power of death, e veil the
devil." When He lind paid the penalty
of our transgressions, He said to Justice
who had been barring the way to life
"Put up thy sword into its place for I
have found a ransom." Aud now in a
paradise regaillecl His companions hear
His voice and the Lamb that is in the
midst of the throne doth feed them and
doth lead them unto living fountains of
water.
What is He now saying in that garden
above ?-" Behold I come quickly." Oh
that we may hear His voice and answer,
II Even 80, come, Lord Jesus."
.. Make
haste, my beloved, and be thou like a
roe or a young hart upon the mountains
of spices." Is He the Bridegroom of the
Church, and is it nothing to 11S that Ho
be absent from us in the body though
Ho be present in Spirit? Tho Lord
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himself has given us our true attitude,
II Can the children of th~ bride cham bel'
mourn so long as the bridegroom is with
them? But, the days will come when
the Bridegroom shall be taken from
them, and then shall they fast." This
is our condition now: Christ rejected,
. the whole world lying in the Wicked
One, iniquity abounding and the love
of many waxing cold. It is a time for
fasting and not for feasting. r have
seen described a very beautiful piece of
statuary which is called "The' Blind
Watcher." A young maiden has been
betrothed; and her affianced has gone
over the sea on a voyage. Each day at
evening she goes down to the seaside
and looks out for some sign of his re- .
turn. Her father, who is opposed to
her attachment chides her for her con
duct and taunts her for her folly in
thinking that be will ever come back
for her; and being provoked by her
constancy, in a fit of passion he one
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day strikes her in the face in BIICh a
way as to destroy her eyesight. But
still she is there. Tbough she can see
no longer, she yet goes out upon the
beach to listen if she can catch some
Bound of his, coming. Most true pic
ture of the Ch urch-the Bride of Christ.
Blind she may be as to t.he times and
the aeasoua which the Father hath put
in His, own power, but she is 110t deaf
to tho voice of her Beloved. She hears
the sound of His voice in the Paradise
of God, saying: "He that hath ears to
hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
unto the churches." "Behold I come
as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth
and keepeth his garments." And if we
really love Him, 'instead of joining with
a scoffing world in the cry, "Where is
the sign of His coming?" we shall re
spond with all the ardor and intensity
of our souls- u Make haste, my Beloved,
and be thou like a roe or a young hart
UPOl,l. the mountains of spices."
135
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VIII
Personal Preaching

You will observe how constantly in
conventions and conferences, the ques
tion is discussed: II How can we reach
the masses?" I have long felt that
there is a latent pride, and worldly am
. bition underlying this question. We
have COlHe to measure things, in this
nineteenth century, too much by their
bigness, and too little by their spirit.
uality, Big audiences, big sermons, big
choirs and big organs are regarded as
the outward and visible tokens of
spiritual success. It is necessary to re
mind ourselves that Christ preached
two of his greatest sermons to single
hearers-the sermon recorded in the
third of John, to Nicodemus, and that
in the fourth of John, to the woman of
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Samaria. This fact constitutes a sug
gestive lesson for us. The man who is
diligent in preaching to the one, is the
man whom God is likely to honor in
preaching to the many. Indeed the
ability for personal preaching is funda
mental. As in arithmetic one cannot
have the tens and hundreds without the
units, so in the ministry, one cannot be
successful in winning a multitude of
souls, unless one knows how to grapple
with individual souls.
The Apostle Panl, no doubt, under
stood this art. For in his farewell to
the elders of Ephesus, recorded in the
twentieth of Acts, he describes not only
the spirit of his preaching-s-" warning
every man night and day with tears; "
but also the manner of it-" publicly,
and from house to house."
We learn from numerous records
what was the character of his public
ministry. We would greatly like to
know more about his private and per.
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sonal ministry. " Lydia, we learn that
Paul abode several days at your house,
both before and after his imprisonment
in the Philippian jail. Can you tell us
what he did when there?" "All, would
that you could have heard him," she re-'
plies. "You know that I was a dealer
in purple, and I had many wealthy
customers coming aud going. Well,
Paul never missed an opportunity to
preach the gospel to them. He would
tell, over and over again, the wonderful
story of his conversion. And as he
dwelt upon his sin in persecuting the
Church of God, and the exceeding grace
of God in his rescue and pardon, he
would weep, and then break forth
through his tears with the oft repeated I
words: • It is a faithful saying and
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sin
ners, of whom I am chief.'''
This is an imaginary conversation, to
be' sure, but I think it substantially true

!I

138

Personal

I
I

!
I

I,

I":

~reaching

to fact. I believe it is vital to a minis,
ter's success that he should know how
to deal with individual 'souls. It often
requires more courage to preach to one,
than to preach to a thousand. It is the
most concentrated form of preaching:
the preacher's whole energy directed to
a single soul, and that soul obliged to
take the whole discourse to himself,
since there is no congregation to share
the hearer's responsibility. Many strong
preachers have to confess that here is
the point where they are most weak:
that they lack the courage to face a
sinner squarely and talk to him of his
.responsibility. But the timidity which
hinders in this duty may be overcome;
and it will be overcome, if at all, as Sir
Thomas Brown said about his victory
over his doubts, H ill no martial posture,
but on the knees."
I wish to speak of the best methods
of personal conversation with the qn-,
converted. I shall mention three: 'I'he
139
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direct method, the indirect method, and
the impersonal method.
1. The Direct Method. It is generally
thought that the soul can be best reached
by gradual approaches: that an abrupt
appeal, on the subject of personal re
ligion is likely to shut the gates of
the heart, and bar one out, when one
It may sometimes
seeks admission.
be so.
On the contrary if you are too round
about in your approaches you may get
lost in your own circumlocutions and
miss your way. The person whom you
are addressing reads your thoughts, and
k nows what you are aiming at j and if
he is disinclined to be talked with re
garding his duty to Christ, he will do
Iris best to divert you from your pur
pose. Here, certainly, the longest way
round is not the shortest way home;
but on the contrary you may take so
long a way round as never to reach
your destination.

John Vassar, whom I knew inti
mutely for many years, was one of the
most successful soul-winners since Har
lan Page. All his work was hand-to
hand work, accomplished through per
sonal conversation. He told me that
he had found, after years of experience,
that the best method of dealing with
souls was to strike home at once with
the most direct and searching question
possible. His custom was, without a
word of introduction- to put the in
quiry: '.' My friend, will you allow me
to ask you the question-' Have yOll ex
perienced that great change called the
new birth? '" There was no evading
that question. He said: "If I ask
one if he is a Christian, he will most
likely reply: ' Yes, do you think I am
a heathen?' Or if I ask: 'Do you be
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ?' he
will reply: 'Yes, I have always be
lieved on Him.' But to the question,
'Have you had the experience of regen
141
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-eration ? there can be no such evasive
answer. "
As a matter of fact, I know that this
question will often so startle and rouse'
one, as to bring on the battle at once
and save the time of introductory
skirmishing. For this is truly a home
question; it touches the fundamental
issue of man's fallen condition, of the
hopeless state of human nature and the
absolute need of a divine regeneration.
If there is anger and revolt at the ques
tion, never mind, if only the issue has
been made; often is it the case that
one is brought to Christ through the
recoil of his OWn rebellious heart.
Then, by this direct 'method of deal
ing, one a voids falling into discussion,
which is so often made a snare to en
trap the Christian worker and prevent
his steady pursuit of his object. Argu
mentation almost in variably degouer
ates into a duel in which each party is
anxious to outwit tho other in debate,
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and so the main issue is lost sight of.
Discussion is often like a handful of
loose sand flung out, so scattering and
diffused that it hurts DO one. The
poin ted, evangelical question of the
new birth is like that saud, melted into
the ball of glass, so solid and compact
that you can pierce the head of giant
unbelief with it. "Except you are
born again, you cannot see the kingdom
of God." Hold your subject to this
and be sure it will make an impression.
Francia Xavier was a worldly, ambitious
man, pursuing his schemes for glory
and greatness; and Ignatius Loyala
would ply him, day after day, with this 
one question; "What shall it profit a
man if he gain the whole world, Rlld',
lose his own soul?" His soul became
so sensitive and sore under the repeated
blows of this text, that at last lIe
yielded, as under the lash of a tor.
mentor, and gave his heart as totally to
Ood, as before he had given it to the
143
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world. Press in like maimer the ques
tion of the new hiI'tlJ, till the heart
gives way beforo it. Shut your heareI'
up to the one fact of his sins, and con.
front him with the one remedy of salva
tion through Christ.
2. :l7te Indirect 1I1ethod. By indirect,
I do not mean circuitous, but ra ther in
genious. "Preach the word: be in
stant ill season out of season," says the
Scr.iptul'c; not as the passage is Con
stantly misquoted-II Be instant in sea
son and out of season." The thought •
ill be unseasolla1Jly ill seasoll,-make an
opportunity out of an inopportune occa
sion. TIle highest art in religious COn
versation is just this: to give such a
turn to the conversation, to make such
..rse of the circumstances in which you
are placed, tllat they shall actnally help
to pressn t tIle claims of Christ to souls,
We see at once the difficulty of intro
ducing the most sacred theme into the
most secular occaslon, It is easy to
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talk to one about the claims of the
gospel at the close of It. prayer meeting,
for that is the time and place for such
subjects. This is being in season in i
season. But to preach Christ when I
riding in the cars, or standing at a
counter, or sitting in a rail way station,
and to do it skilfully-this is being in
season out of season. In order to suc
ceed with this method we must
(1) Seize upon 80me present circum
stance and turn it to good account. If
people are in church prepared to listen
to a sermon, you may take your text
from the Bible i if they are without the
church, and you wish to get their at
tention, you must take a text from some
passing event or suggestive circum
stance. Prof. Hackett used to say that
when Christ preached the sermon in the
fourth of John->" Say not there are yet
four months, and then cometh the har
vest"-the text was spread before the
eyes of the hearers as he spoke i and
.10
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that probably when he said: "Lift up
your eyes, and look on the fields, for
they are white already to harvest" he
pointed to the fields of grain stretching
out before the eye. This is an illustra
tion of what we mean. I remember
riding one day over a lonely road with
John Vassar. \Ve overtook a man on
foot, who stopped and said: " Excuse
me, I am a stranger in these parts; can
you tell me which road I must take to
reach Dedham?" I replied to his
question, giving him the desired infor
mation, when Mr. Vassar said to him:
, II Friend, I, too, am a stranger and a
pilgrim in the earth; but I am seeking
a better country, even an heavenly.
Allow me to ask if you know the way
to that country, and are journeying
thither?" I never heard finytlJing
more inimitably natural or beau tiful
than the little wayside sermon which
grew out of this text. And the hearer
seemed spellbound for the moment.
HG

He certainly might have gone to church
many times without hearing such a
pointed discourse.
Now if one has what Dr. Shedd calls
the" Homiletic Habit," he will be con
stantly finding such texts as these. He
will not only find" serm ODS in stones,"
but sermons in circumstances. He will
not merely go. into the pulpit on Sun
day, but his whole life will be a port
able pulpit from which he sounds out
the Word.
(2) In order to succeed in t1lismethod,
one must he careful tofolloui circumstances,
rather tluui to force circumstances. If
one is violen t or obtrusi ve in his use of
such methods as we have meutioned, he
may repel and disgust, where he seeks
to win. The following personal remin
iscence illustrates what I mean:
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While sitting on the platform of the MildIDIIY
Conference in the summer of 1888, lin aged man
of very benign and attractive face sat just in front
of me, lind I had a strong desire to know who he
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could he. At dinner one day I was placed be
side him, aud he introduced himself to me I\S
Arehrleacon Philpot, telling me that he was
niuet.y-eight years of age, and as well, and able to
preach as in his best days. Among other things
lie stnted that he was converted under the min
istry of Charles Simeon of Cambridge, the famous
leader of the evangelical movement of the last
eeutury, He said that oue of Simeon's injunc
tions to young ministers was to make great use of
persoual conversation, lind endeavor, in every
III ace and circnmstance, to find an opportunity to
urge home the claims of the gospel.
., This method," said he, "I have endeavored to
follow all through my life. Coming down to
London to attend the conference, I found such an
opportunity. Placed in the railway carriage
with three gentlemen, I found that they were
very worldly in their talk-ph~ying cards, and
otherwise amusing themselves. I was watching
for my opportunity when they fell into" hot dis
pute over some question of history, each insist
ing that his way was the right one and the others
wrong, when I interrupted, saying' Excuse me,
geutlerneu, the facts were so and so.'
" 'How do you know? I asked one of the dis
putants.
" 'Know, sir! the events happened seventy-five
yea.rs IIgo and I am ninety-eight, and can remem
ber what took place seventy-five years ago as well

you can remember what happened twenty-five
years ago.'
,. 'You are ninety-eight yel\rs old!' exclaimed
oue of them. • Well, I wish you would tell us
how we may live to be ninety-eight years .old,
aud be as hale aud hearty as you are.'
"Now WIlS my chance," said the Archdeacon,
"and I said: 'Gentlemen, I will give yon three
rules, which if yon will faithfully follow, you
may hope to live to be as old IlS I aID.' Here I
paused, having awnkened their curiosity, when
one of them said:
'" Well, please give us the rules.'
" 'First,' I said, 'Be at peace with God i and
true peace can he had with God on the gronnd of
the atonement.' Then I expounded at length,
from Scripture, the way of peace by the blood of
the cross, and how' being justified by faith we
have peace with God through onr Lord Jesus
• Christ.'
" Finding them becoming a little restless under
my discourse, I held off awhile, quite sure that
having excited their curiosity they would call for
the rest i when one of the gentle'inen said sud
denly:
'" Well, please give us the second rule for at
taining to a good old age.'
" 'The second rule,' I replied, 'ill to be at peace
with your neighbor j and that is only possible as
you have that charity which sutrel'eth long and ill
149
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kind.' Then I turned to the thirteenth chapter
of first Corinthians and expounded to them that
beautiful lesson on cbarity. Again there was a
lull in the conversation i when one of them asked
for the third rule.
", The third rule is to avoid drugs and medi
cines,' I said, to which my fellow traveler reo
plied: 'That, at least, is practical and appeals to
me, since I am a physician.'
"But," said the venerable preacher, "I had
gained my opportnnity of setting forth the gos
pel, And I rejoice that I han pursued this
method with great profit through my long life."
Dear old man, his face was like tbe face of an
angel i and tbis suunner, at ninety-nine years of
age, he has departed to be with tbe angels, and
with them to behold alway the face of our Father
which is in heaven.

gently to consider. If we have twenty
years, each of us, yet remaining for the
Lord's service, our time is equal j but
the question of husbanding it is another.
matter. Of a wise economy of time i
Hannah More says j "It is just as in
packing a trunk j a good packer will
get twice as much in as a bungler." If
we would be wise in this direction, let
us look. after the interstices of time,
the minutes, which are like the gold
dust from the jeweller's bench, that
were wasted unless carefully gathered
up, and coined and stamped with the
image and superscription of Christ.
"Redeeming the time because the days
are evil," writes Paul to the Ephesians.
i. e." Buying up for yourselves, the
opportunity or fitting occasion out of
days that are filled with vanity and self
seeking. In the epistle to the Colos
sians, this injunction occurs again. with
added light upon its meaning: .. Walk
in wisdom toward those that are with
151

Here was fidelity to the souls of men,
combined with gracious tact and
courtesy, Blessed are they who so use
their time and opportunities. For
thereby
(3) We can make the most of our other
wise unused mome~ts. The question of
the, wisest economy of our timein this
busy, hurrying ~ge is one for us dill

1'\1

150

..

.:

..

.,.1
~

"

,!f

""N.....' • .. """' ............ ~ .........

Yet Speaking

Personal Preaching

ant, redeeming tlte time." Watch those
whom you meet ill the highways of life,
in the thoroughfares of travel, and in the
chances of acq uuintanceship, redeem the
time. And then he adds: "Let your
speech be always with grace seasoned
with salt; that ye may know how ye
ought to answer every man." "Sea
soned with salt," not all salt. Know
how to talk politics with the politician,
books with the scholar, and crops with
the farmer; but know how to sift the
salt of gracious instruction and admoni
tion into all these conversations.
3. The Impersonal MetltOd. Pardon
me if I say that sometimes we have to
be impersonal and indirect in our pres
entation of the gospel. I remember
a conversation in boyhood which af
fected me almost more than any other
that I ever hoard. It was intended for
me, and carried on in my presence,
though I was neither addressed nor
mentioned in it all. I ha ve often found

just such a method useful in dealing
with souls personally.
Perhaps they are too sensitive or too
rebellious to be addressed personally;
and so yon talk with them but not to
them. It may be that you know of
some instance exactly like theirs, some
refractory one who has been subdued
by the gospel, and you tell them about
it in such a way that you describe their
own case exactly, without seeming to
know that you are doing so. A lady in
my house, a "true yoke-fellow in the
gospel," is often called on to talk to in
temperate men. The wife comes and
tells in confidence that her husband is
secretly drinking, and that the coils of
appetite are slowly closing round him,
threatening the ruin of the home. But
it must not be intimated to him that she
has told of his habits; for he would be
terribly angry at the betrayal, and yet
" cannot you talk with him?" Imagine
the difficulty of the task. I take the
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latest instance to show how the dif
ficulty is gotten over, The man is ap
proached in ooufidence and his help re
quested for a neighbor whose case is de
scribed. The instan ce is the exact
double of his own j the danger involved'
to his soul, and the misery threatening
his family are dwelt upon, and all as
though he were the most temperate
man himself, and most ready to lend a
hand for the help of others. How pow
erfully the rebuke can be set before this
husband, and how his sin and the gospel
remedy can be presented, without his
suspecting that he is personally aimed
at. Perhaps before the affair is over his
own condition will be disclosed and
the opportunity for the most direct
and uucompromising dealing with his
soul afforded. If this method seems
slightly disingenuous, remember that it
is often the only way that lies open j
and we may justify its use by the ex
ample of Paul: " I am made all things

to all men, that I might by all means
save some." The servant of Christ
must sometimes become a spiritual de
tective, shadowing the soul of the sinner
whom he would save, following him in
disguise, if by any means he may bring
him under arrest for Christ. Let us be
wise in all these methods, and let us
devise and use others which we have not
named. For we have a wily enemy to
contend with, and men are being en
snared on every hand by his wiles j and
"the redemption of their soul is pre
cious and it ceaseth forever."
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1 Cor. 9:22, 23
1 John 3:2
1 John 4:10
1 Pet. 3:18
1 Peter 2:11 “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.”
1 Peter 4:1
1 Thess. 4: 11-12
1 Thess. 5:6 “Therefore, let us not sleep as do others, but let us watch
and be sober.”
1 Tim. 1:15; 4:9
2 Cor. 3:18
2 Cor. 5:21 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin:
That we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
2 Cor. 5:7
2 Tim. 4:2
2Cor. 5:14 The love of Christ constraineth us
A happy well-bred and well-fed young man or woman reaching forth
Eager hands for salvation, is a rarity indeed.
A heavenly man is in the world to lift men up to God
A shipload of cattle recently arrived on the New England coast, after a
long stormy voyage. When they came within fifty miles of the coast
they tasted the scent the clover and to show signs of exceeding joy and
delight. They began to taste the powers of the new world.
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
neither can ye, except ye abide in me.” John 15:4
Ability for personal preaching is fundamental. As in arithmetic one
cannot have the tens and hundreds without the units, so in the ministry
Accept what God says as final
Alien made a partner “If thou count me therefore as a partner receive
Him as myself. If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee aught, put that on
My account.” Phlemon 17
All of my sins are put to Christ’s account and are fully paid
All of us are called to good works as well as to faith
All of us are called to serve as well as to believe
All souls are mine, saith God. Ezek. 18:4
Are we too often taken up with the salvation of our souls and too
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little occupied with the sanctification of our lives?
As the Father hath sent Me into the world, so have I sent you into the
world. John 20:21
Ask the men of this world what is the most certain fact concerning the
future, and see if they do not reply: “The one thing which is certain is
that all men shall die.” And a multitude of profound Christians will
join in this verdict. It shows plainly that they do not know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven.
Attachment to Christ is the only secret of detachment from the world.
Augustine, St. brought to the kingdom
Backward is the shortest way forward
Be ready, oh servants of Christ, to catch souls in their recoil from sin.
This is the way that Mary Magdalene and Augustine and John Newton
and John Bunyan were brought into the kingdom.
Behold I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth diligently and
protects his garments. Rev. 16:16.
Behold I come quickly is the keynote of the entire Revelation
Behold this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom; pride, fullness of
bread, and abundance of idleness was in her. Ezekiel 16:49
Believers accept the voice of God
Believers read the simple and sublime record that in the beginning “God
created man in his own image, in the image of God created He him”
Believers rest their faith on a “thus saith the Lord.”
Best methods of conversation with the unconverted
Birth is the only passport to beauty, not only in human life but
especially in the Divine.
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall
be filled. Matt. 5:6
Blessing of the Gospel of Christ
Blind person often has so much keener hearing than the sighted person
Born again needed. “except a man be born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” John 3:3
Boston liberal preaches about “ethical culture,” and says” : See how
moral and virtuous we are, and how little need we have to depend on a
dismal Puritan orthodoxy to produce virtuous living.” We reply in the
words of Scripture: “Boast not thyself against the branches: but if thou
boast thou barest not the root but the root thee.” Rom. 11:18
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Bunyan, John brought to the kingdom
Burial garden of Christ
But at all events there would be a great change when Onesimus, the
Christian slave, and Philemon the Christian master, should meet again.
But when the Sprit of the Lord fills and possesses us, then these habits
disappear almost unconsciously, because death cannot stand before life
By repentance, faith, and self-denial Christ separates men from the
world in order to join the to Himself.
By the regenerating power of the Spirit you must be separated unto
Christ.
Christ in the garden of his burial
Christ came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.
Matt. 9:18.
Christ cannot give us the recompense of reward except we have
fashioned the counterpart thereof in our patient endurance of the cross
for His name’s sake
Christ delights in those who stand ready to suffer with Him now, that
they may be glorified with Him hereafter.
Christ died for sin that we might died to sin
Christ died for the world that we might become dead to the world
Christ died that we might die
Christ gives both – a divine forgiveness and a divine heredity – His own
blessed life come into us to hold us up in right-doing after he has lifted
us up
Christ in the garden of glory
Christ in the garden of temptation
Christ is standing before the throne. He has made a full and complete
atonement for our sins upon the cross. The scars of His hands, His
feet and His side are a full receipt. A sinner comes pleading for mercy.
Jesus beholding him looks into the Father’s face and exclaims: “If
thou count me as a partner receive him as myself.” Christ does not stand
before the Father as a beggar, negotiating an unmerited loan of mercy;
but as a copartner with God having and equal right to all the funds of
grace that are treasured up in heaven.
Christ preached two of his greatest sermons to single hearers
Christ suffered the just for the unjust that He might bring us to God
Christ takes us out of the world in order to send us into the world
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Christ to Nicodemus. John 3:1-21
136
Christ to the woman in John 4:1-42
136
Christian life beginning to end will be along mortification or vivification 9
lines
Christian you are in this world but be not of it
78
Church keeps a perpetual Easter.
11
Col. 3:3, 5
12, 13
Col. 4:5
151, 152
Come, Christian, what’s the good news of God? Hasn’t Jesus told you 61
anything of late? “Behold he has been with Jesus and learned of Him.”
Contemplation of Christ. 2 Cor. 3:18. behold in a looking glass
22
Contrast - Don’t let the things we have heard slip but hold fast to them 111
Crucifixion was not finished on Calvary; it has continued through all
10
ages, and will continue unto the end
Deepest things in Scripture can never be discovered by the natural
94
understanding.
Definition of Sanctification
9
Deut. 11:19
83
Direct Method avoids falling into discussion, which is so often made a 142
snare to entrap the Christian worker and prevent his steady pursuit of
his object.
Divine separation. “That he might deliver us from this present evil
67
World.” Gal. 1:4
Divine Standard. “According to the will of God.” Gal. 1:4
73
Do not keep those secrets to yourself, you are sent for such a time as this 62
Do you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? He will reply: Yes, I have
141, 142
always believed on Him.’ But to the question, Have you had the
experience of regeneration?’ there can be no such evasive answer.”
Downward is the directest way upward
83
Drink be gone! Hasten on from pleasure to life’s serious business; from 70
rest to life’s serious toil; from peace to life’s serious conflict.
Emerson, Ralph Waldo. His quote became a proverb. Hitch your wagon 34
a star.
Eph. 5:16
151
Eternal life is not sought by the careless people of our generation. This 95
is why God has so often to hurt us before he can help us.
Evangelical faith does not consist in a glance, but also a gaze of Christ 22
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Evangelical faith, a test and we ask to have it tried
Even as the by the Spirit of the Lord, we can see the supernatural but we
are dependent here, as everywhere, upon the operation of the Holy
Ghost.
Even our blessed Lord, when he accomplished his sacrificial death on
The cross, did it in the Holy Ghost: “Who through the Eternal Spirit
Offered himself without spot unto God.” Heb. 9:14
Every aid to holy living will be part of sanctification
Every regeneration is a pulse-beat of our risen Lord on the throne, and
will be to the end of time.
Evil is often overruled for good
Exaltation through humiliation. When I fall, I shall arise” Deut. 11:19
Except a man be cast down, he will not rise, the sentence of the prophet
Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter
the kingdom of heaven,” says Jesus. Matt. 18:3
Except you are born again, you cannot see the kingdom of God. Hold
your subject to this and be sure it will make an impression.
Extreme views are to be deplored
Eye of faith is the organ by which we appropriate what the Spirit reveals
Ezek. 18:4
Ezekiel 16:49
Faith looks not at the things that are seen but at the things that are not
seen
Fasting secret
Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; nevertheless not my
will but thine be done.’ Luke 22:42
Feed upon the Word of God; live upon the promise of God, satisfy your
souls with the hope of God which He revealed to you in the Scriptures
First aid to sanctification, Contemplation of Christ
First best method, The Direct Method
Flesh is flesh, however cultivated, educated and developed, but it does
not thereby become spirit
Flesh is not sufficient for the flesh
For we walk by faith, not by sight. 2 Cor. 5:7
Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh arm yourselve
likewise with the same mind.
Four aids to progress in sanctification, all from Holy Scripture
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Fourth aid to sanctification – Looking for Christ. 1 John 3:2 We know
that when He shall appear we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him
as He is. And every man that hath this hope in him” (that is, the hope of
Christ’s appearing) “purifieth himself, as He is pure.” There you see is
progressive sanctification.
Fourth, Looking for Christ
Francis Xavier’s soul became so sensitive and sore under the repeated
blows of this text, that at last he yielded, as under the lash of a
tormentor, and gave his heart as totally to God, as before he had given
it to the world.
Gal 2:21
Gal. 1:4
Gal. 1:4
Gal. 4:7
Gal. 6:14
Garden of temptation, Christ
Garibaldi recruited the army with which he liberated Italy by calling for
such as were ready to accept cold, hunger, nakedness and death.
Go ye into the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.
Mark 16:15
God be merciful to me a sinner. Luke 18:13
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by which the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
Gal. 6:14.
God has his own sovereign method by which he works, and to this we
are to conform.
God puts another mind within us. “It is called the law of the Spirit of
life,” which makes us free from the law of sin and death.
Good works has been perverted by the Catholic Church into salvation
by penance and merit alone.
Gordon, Maria T. , Editor
Gospel of Christ
Gospel solution to the present evil world
Great companies of people have heard Christ’s word “ Except a man
deny himself and take up his cross daily, he cannot be my disciple
Great problem of the Church is to adapt Christianity to the age
Harlan Page a very successful soul-winner
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Hawthorne, Nathaniel in his notebook published after his death says:
“I have been reading Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrims Progress.’ What a strange
figure Christian cuts, going through the country with the burden in his
pack!”
He believed God and it was counted unto him for righteousness
He departed from his Lord for a season, that he might receive Him
forever..
He is not talking about salvation now but service
He maintains our cause in heaven. Some ridicule the atonement as
theological bookkeeping.
He must increase but I must decrease. John 3:30
Heb. 10:7 “Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book, it is
written of me,) to do thy will, O God.”
Heb. 6:4, 5
Heb. 6:5
Heb. 9:14
Helps to Sanctification, an address delivered at the Mildmay Conference
London, June 29th, 1888
Here is encouragement for the weakest sinner. You say, O, young man,
“Alas, what is the use of trying to be good? My whole nature is against
me.”
Here is the battle. “For the good that I would, I do not, but the evil that
I would not, that I do. “For I delight in the law of God after the inward
man.” Romans 7:19
Heredity is the root of life
Herein is love, not that we loved Him, but the He loved us, and sent His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10
His companions hear His voice, saying unto them “Peace,” and when
He had so said He showed them His hands and His side, and even unto
this day those wounds in Jesus’ glorified body are a surer token of our
forgiveness than all the feeling or spiritual evidences that we can
experience in a life-time
Holding fast or letting slip
Holiness is something that comes from God, and unless we are grafted
into the life of God we cannot reproduce it.
Holiness says, “Love thy neighbor so much better than thyself that thou
shalt be willing to lay down thy life for him.”
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How can we reach the masses?
136
I call you not servants, but friends; and all things that I have heard of My 61
Father I have made known unto you.” John 15:15
I counsel thee to buy of Me white raiment that thou mayest be clothed 104
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear. Rev. 3:18
I exhort you brethren that ye be ambitious to be quiet and to do your
114
Own business. 1 Thess. 4:11-12
I had rather wait a thousand years for Christ’s “well-done good and
111
faithful servant,” than to have the immediate felicity of man’s “welldone great and successful servant.”
I have known more enjoyment in one hour of communion with God than 78
in a whole lifetime of earthly pleasure.
I have never known a man to stop sinning until he had begun believing 67
I know that there are multitudes of believers who accept the doctrine of 76
creation as true
I know that this question will often so startle and rouse one, as to bring 142
on the battle at once and save the time of introductory skirmishing.
I remind you of the fact that morality is simply the religion of the
30
natural man; holiness is the religion of the renewed man.
If any man will be my disciple, let him take up his cross and follow Me. 71
If I ask one if he is a Christian, he will most likely reply: ‘Yes, do you 141
think I am a heathen?”
If the age is evil, why should we attempt to conform Christianity to it? 73, 74
If the righteous come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. Gal 2:21 85
If the sinner is grafted into Christ, He will then begin to pour His life
29
into him, and he will become like Him inevitably
If you associate much with Christ you will inevitably become like him 23
Illumination through darkness. Mic. 7:8
91
Immanuel, the name which was put upon our Lord at the Jordan
118
In a London fog so thick that you could not see a foot ahead, a merchant 93
was lost trying to find his way. He met another man in the dark and told
him his dilemma. The stranger replied, “O come along, I will guide you
home; the darkness does not trouble me, for I am blind.”
In all these things we are more than conquerors. Rom. 8:37
18
In the spring the leaves that clung to the branches all winter suddenly
14, 15
disappeared. The springtime has come, and the sap has begun to ascend
and pushed away the old leaf. So it is with us. Those old, inveterate
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habits that belong to our fallen nature, are very hard to get rid of . We
battle with them , and try to beat them off; but again and again we are
defeated, so that we cry out, “O wretched man that I am! Who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?”
Inward is the surest way outward
83
It is easy to prepare the tall cedars, to saw them and polish them and fit 72, 73
them for their place in the temple of God; but the great problem in my
boyhood was how to pull the stumps, whose strong, deep, gnarly roots
have struck down into the earth and grasped it with giant fingers. It
takes much power to uproot these.
It is easy to talk to one about the claims of the gospel at the close of a
144-150
prayer meeting, for that is the time and place for such subjects. This is
being in season. But to preach Christ when riding in the [street] cars, or
standing at the counter, or sitting in a railway station and to do it
skillfully – this is being in season out of season. In order to succeed with
this method we must: 1) Seize upon some present circumstance and turn
it to good account; or 2) be careful to follow circumstances, rather than
to force circumstances; or 3) make the most of our otherwise unused
moments.
It is not necessary that one should be a moral reprobate in order to
89
become an earnest Christian; but it is needful that we should recognize
and acknowledge our true position in order that grace may abound in us
It is not only necessary that we should be in Christ, but that His fullness 29
should be imparted to us. It is a twofold blessing.
It is right to set your clock by the sun, not by the town clock
75
It is the bane of Christian living for a disciple and servant of Jesus
33
Christ to expect to be rewarded now
It is the making true in us that which is already true for us in Jesus
9, 10
Christ
It often requires more courage to preach to one, than to preach to a
139
thousand.
Jesus distinguishes between the servant and the son. John 8:35 “The
33
servant abideth not in the house forever; but the son abideth forever.”
Jesus is the bread of life
26.27
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou?” John 20:13, 15
127
Jesus stern demand for the new birth
37
John 15:15
61
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John 15:4
John 15:5
John 19:41, 42
John 20:13, 15
John 3:30
John 3:6
John 6: 63 Jesus fed the five thousand and is the bread of life. The Spirit
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing.
John 8:35
Justification by faith has been perverted by Protestants into salvation
by conversion and faith alone
Justification rests on these two grounds, the death of Christ and the
resurrection of Christ
Let the love of Christ constrain us ere the terror of the Lord shall
overtake us.
Let us see how this agrees with the foundation and superstructure
of the Christian Life
Liberal churches boast so loudly of their ethical preaching, and their
high morality, and their strict integrity; and ask them how many
drunkards they picked from the gutter last year, changing them into
sober men who can pray and sing praises to God. They cannot show you
one, and they are condemned by this test.
Look out for a flag of truce that proposed a compromise with the world
Look to the wounds of Christ, oh sinner; look to the wounds of Christ
for evidence that your sins are put away
Luke 18:13
Luke 2:10
Luke 22:31
Luke 23:43
Luke 6:25
Luke 8:10
Lydia, we learn that Paul abode several days at your house, both before
and after his imprisonment in the Philippian jail
Made him to be sin for us
Magdalene, Mary brought to the kingdom
Make your religion a business, not a by-play. Put capital into it instead
of seeking only to draw interest out of it: strive for a heavenly crown
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instead of seeking for earthly comfort.
Many of Christ’s elect saints were once the devil’s castaways
Many strong preachers have to confess that here is the point where they
are most weak: that they lack the courage to face a sinner squarely and
talk to him of his responsibility.
Mark 13:36
Mark 16:15
Mary Magdalene stands before the entrance to the sepulchre, weeping
Matt. 18:3
Matt. 24:44
Matt. 5:6
Matt. 9:18
Melanchthon, Philipp, 1497-1560, a leading Reformation theologian
Mic. 7:8 When I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me
Micah 7:8
Misquoted scripture needs correction. 2 Tim. 4:2
Morality says, “Be honest;” holiness says, “Be merciful.”
Morality says, “Love they neighbor as thyself”
Morality says, “Pay your debts;” holiness says, “Forgive your debtors.”
Mortification – the repressing and subduing and deadening of the old
nature
Much of the religion of our day is an adulteration – a mixture of earth
and heaven in the same compound. Those who want to popularize
Christianity go in for this mixture.
Musical voice silenced on earth will speak through this little volume
Must we be goaded into heaven! Must we be made sore and bleeding
before we obey him? God forbid! Let the “love of Christ constrain us.
2 Cor. 5:14
Natural descent is irresistible and whatever gets into it current will flow
on through many generations.
Need is the mother of desire and danger is the incentive to flight
Neither mortification nor vivification is possible without the gracious
aid of the Holy Spirit
Never did that sacred opportunity to watch with Christ, return to his
disciples. Lost then, it was lost forever
New birth, Jesus’ stern demand
New nature must be communicated before a new direction can be
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imparted: men must have a divine life in order to have a divine
character.
Newton, John brought to the kingdom
Nicodemus represents the culturist of today, Educate men, develop
them, bring out the good in them. It is not instruction but regeneration
which men need.
Not conformed to this age but “be ye transformed” Rom. 12:2
Old Adam is still too strong for young Melanchthon,” as the great
Reformer said, and we must all allow
One cannot be successful in winning a multitude of souls, unless one
knows how to grapple with individual souls
Only those who have confessed themselves the “chief of sinners,” are
able to worship Christ as the chief among ten thousand
Only those who have struck the deepest note of penitence, can reach
the highest note of praise
Our Lord makes His coming possible everyday that He may incite us to
use everyday as though it were our last and to fill every day with
sterling sacrifice and service
Out of all the passages of Scripture in which these two ideas of life and
death are presented side by side, I select but one as an illustration.
Rom. 12:2 “Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove wheat is the good, and
acceptable, and perfect will of God.” Become dissimilar to the world.
Parable of nature in natural grafting. Two little saplings grew side by
side until their bark is wounded and then they grow together. The
smaller, weaker one eventually dies and the stronger one lives
Paradoxes of grace abound in the Scripture
Paul had lost his standing as a Jew, he never expected to regain
anything that belonged to that old condition
Paul refers this impersonal method in 1 Cor. 9:22, 23
Paul says “If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live.” Rom. 8:13
Paul sets forth the Gospel which he had received and was to preach, in
these two particulars: How that Christ died for our sins, according to
the Scriptures…..and that he rose again the third day, according to
the Scriptures.
Paul told over and over again the wonderful story of his conversion. He
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dwelt upon his sin in persecuting the Church of God, and the exceeding
grace of God in his rescue and pardon, he would weep, and then break
forth through his tears with the oft repeated words” “It is a faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptation, the Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” 1 Tim. 1:15; 4:9
Personal preaching
136
Peter and James and John in the garden of temptations
121
Peter, Simon. Following afar off “but I have prayed for thee that thy
56
faith fail not; and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”
Luke 22:31
Power of divine heredity. “Whoever is born of God does not commit
45
sin: for his seed remaineth in him, and he cannot sin because he is
begotten of God.” 1 John 3:9
Practical admonitions are tied to this “Coming in the Book of Revelation 99
Practical duties are associated with this “Coming” in the Revelation
99
Preach the word: be instant in season out of season 2 Tim. 4:2 as the
144
Scripture says; not as the passage is constantly misquoted – “Be instant
in season and out of season.” The thought is be unseasonably in
season. – make an opportunity out of an inopportune occasion
Preface
5
Press in like manner the question of the new birth, till the heart gives
144
way before it. Shut your hearer up to the one fact of his sins, and
confront him with the only remedy of salvation through Christ.
Pride, Latent pride
136
Protestants depreciate the preaching of rewards as though it made gain 105
of grace. The Scripture universally teaches us that we are redeemed
for naught, but that we are recompensed according to our works.
Recompense. “Behold I come quickly and my reward is with me, to give 105
to every man according as his work shall be.” Rev. 22:12
Redeeming the time because the days are evil: i.e. buying up for
151
for yourselves the opportunity or fitting occasion out of days that are
filled with vanity and self-seeking. Eph 5:16
Rejoice in a free salvation; exult in that doctrine of unmerited grace by 109
which you have been accepted and justified. But remember that work
only can grasp the reward
Remote, far-off motives that are the most effective upon daily life
32
Rev. 16:16
100
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Rev. 2:7
Rev. 22:12
Rev. 22:20
Rev. 3:11-15
Rev. 3:18
Rewards can only be recompensed at the resurrection of the just
Rich communion between Christ and His church – the holy interchange
of love and service. Where can we find it so glowingly exhibited as in
this divine poem of the Bride and the Bridegroom?
Rom. 11:18
Rom. 12:2
Rom. 12:2
Rom. 8:13
Rom. 8:2 The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death.
Rom. 8:37
S. of S. 2:16
Salvation differs much from service
Sanctification a twofold process
Sanctification definition
Satan turns our very peace into war in order to get the victory over us
Saved by grace and justified by faith we seem to imagine that this is all.
Saved by grace, Indeed. All praise to God that He has chosen to accept
us on such gratuitous terms when we had nothing to pay
Scripture is very explicit: Be not conformed to this world but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom. 12;2
Second aid to progress in sanctification. – Feeding upon Christ
Second best method, the Indirect Method. This does not mean a
circuitous, but rather an ingenious method.
Second, Feeding upon Christ
See those empty shoes, until the feet which once filled them, were taken
walk in Paradise, I never prayed of believed in Jesus Christ; but now
He is my all.
Self-denial, secret
Separation and service.
Separation to what? We are separated for our Lord’s ownership

131
105
99
111
104
110
119

43, 44
15
74
13
15
18
118
109
9
9
69
103
113
74

25
144
21
98

92
66
79

7

Index Item

Index to Yet Speaking; A Collection of Addresses By Adoniram Judson Gordon College
1897
Index created by Professor of Bibliography Emeritus, John Beauregard, August 11, 2006
Page
Index Item

Sepulchre – “Now in the place where he was crucified there was a
garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre wherein was never man laid.
there laid they Jesus, therefore, for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.
John 19:41, 42.
Sin has deranged our moral standards, and the Christian is set into the
world not to adjust himself to the age, but to convince the age of its sin
by exhibiting to it “the good and acceptable and perfect will of God
Sin is the foe of man which deserves only the fire of God – a foe with
which no soul should presume to be on friendly terms for a moment
Slipping of important truths or will you hold fast
So also is the resurrection prolonged.
So exactly does the Lord deign to set the portrait of Himself before us,
and tells us to reproduce it, since He puts His own spirit within us.
So if we are to become like Christ we must be incorporated into Him
So is the believer and his Saviour. His servants we are forevermore; but
his brethren also, communing with Him in the most intimate fellowship,
telling Him our trials as a brother “born for adversity.”
Son will be content to wait until the inheritance is divided, he does not
expect to be paid by the day
Song of Solomon is a rich poetic celebration of the excellency and
beauty of our Immanuel
Steadfastness. Behold I come quickly. Hold fast that which thou hast
that no man take thy crown.: Rev. 3:11-15
Take sides, therefore, with the Spirit and against the flesh. Trust to the
death of Christ for the remission of sin: trust to the life of Christ for
overcoming sin. Through Him who loved you and gave Himself for us.
Taken into partnership. “I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I
have begotten in my bonds; who I have sent again; thou, therefore,
receive him. If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee aught, put that on
my account.” Philemon 10, 15-18
Tasted of the powers of the age to come. Heb. 6:5
Tasted the powers of the age to come.” Heb. 6:4,5
Temptation, Christ in the garden of
Test of evangelical faith and a trial
Thank God, a glance is enough to save a soul, but it takes a prolonged
gaze to sanctify a soul
The best and truest doctrines will likely be abused
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The Bride – The Church of Christ – is pouring out perpetual tributes of
affection upon Him
The Christian “is born from above” in the language of Scripture, and is
therefore a citizen of heaven
The Christian has his source and being in God
The consequences of one man’s sin may not come out in his own life,
or in the life of his immediate descendants, but they are certain to come
out sooner or later.
The deepest mystery of redemption is revealed in these words. Christ is
the mediator between God and men; but that means something more
than a go-between and negotiator. He is kinsman of both parties.
The fact is that we are in a fallen condition by nature
The far-off made nigh. “For perhaps he departed from thee for a season
that thou shouldest receive him forever. Philemon 15
The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and
They are contrary, the one to the other
The future rewards which our coming Saviour has to bestow, are most
Precious for what they indicate concerning our present earthly life
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ with bringeth salvation cannot be
bestowed on one who professes to be righteous; for grace is free
unmerited favor, and one who is meritorious has no place for that which
is unmerited favor
The highest art in religious conversation is just this: to give such a turn
to the conversation, to make such use of the circumstances in which
you are placed, that they shall actually help present the claims of Christ
to souls.
The hours in this present life are the ages in embryo of the life to come
The inward eye sees most clearly when the outward eye is shut
The longest way around is not the shortest way home in evangelism
The loss of one sense can strengthen the others.
The man who is diligent in preaching to the one, is the man whom God
is likely to honor in preaching to the many
The most significant name by which Christians are called in the Bible –
“Believers”. They are persons who accept what God says as final
The only security is in being always prepared
The person may be too sensitive or too rebellious to be addressed
personally. You may know a person who has been just like them and
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you tell their own case exactly without seeming to know that you are
doing it.
The self-righteous will not come to him since they feel no need of Him. 55
The servant longs for the evening to come that he may get his wages
33
The servant made a brother. “Not now a servant, but above a servant a 57
brother beloved.” Philemon 16
The son knows he is a son, for he has heard the father say, “Son, thou 33
art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.” Gal. 4:7
The wild olive sinner may desire to be like the purple-grape Christian. 29
but he never can if he still remains a branch of the wild olive tree.
The will of God is the rule and measure by which all human conduct is 74
to be rectified.
The words should produce a result exactly midway between the two – an 45, 46
intense striving after holiness and an intense humility because we come
so far short of it.
Then we find out that we are branches of the true vine; and here death 31
comes in, for it is the branch that is fruitful that has to be pruned
There is a twofold fact here: union and communion – “I in you, and you 29
in Me.”
There is death in order that life may be perfected in us
31
There is no peril to the true saint in going into the world: he can no more 81
be hurt by it, than a sunbeam can be defiled by falling into the mud
Therefore, I beseech you, to let go of the fallen life of self, and lay hold 50
of the risen life of Christ. The old life which is a perennial fountain of
sin and death must be distrusted, mortified and put off: the new life in
Christ Jesus must become our supreme reliance.
These are not just facts to be believed but spiritual facts to be
10
experienced
These are the foundation facts, and we find from these two facts, two
12
doctrinal inferences: First, “If one died for all, then all died.”. Again: If
Christ rose from the dead, we have been “quickened together with Him,
raised up together with Him.
These same conditions prevail to-day to keep thousands away from
87
Christ; pride; fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness.
They think a religion of mingled secularity and spirituality will be more 71
palatable and will win more disciples. But it is not so.
Thinkers accept one another’s opinions
75

Page

Thinkers base their conclusions on a “thus saith science”
Third aid to progress in sanctification – Abiding in Christ
Third best method in personal preaching – The Impersonal Method.
There are times when we must be impersonal and indirect in our
presentation of the gospel. In my boyhood days it was intended for me,
and carried on in my presence, though I was neither addressed nor
mentioned in it at all. I have found just such a method useful in dealing
with souls personally.
Third, Abiding in Christ
This deliverance from the present evil world means election, you see,
not assimilation. As a sunbeam falls upon a muddy pool and draws up
from it a clear crystal drop, leaving behind all the filth and sediment
with which it was mixed. So Christ takes souls out of the world into His
kingdom.
This is “my Beloved Son,” is the name which everywhere abounds in
this Oriental poem.
This saying is staggering to one’s faith, and the interpretation of it has
led to very opposite results – despair on the one hand and presumption
on the other.
This, my hearers, is the chief distinction of the Christian; he is delivered
from the present evil world; he is separated unto the Gospel of God
Thou that dwellest in the gardens; the companions hearken to thy voice;
cause me to hear it. S. of S.8:13
Thousand years after the Song of Solomon “My beloved is mine and I
am His. S. of S. 2:16 – just as Jesus said a thousand years later when
speaking of His church
Three admonitions. Rev. 22:20 “Surely I come quickly.”
Time is eternity in the making
Time is short: the Lord is at hand: let no man take thy crown
To change the immoral and the outcast into the sober and respectable,
is quite another matter. That is the work of the supernatural spirit
operating through the supernatural Gospel. Nothing but an evangelical
Christianity can do this.
To day shalt thou be with me in Paradise. Luke 23:43
To deliver men from this present evil world – this is the problem of
humanity which the Gospel solves.
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life that is in the
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Paradise of God.” Rev. 2:7
To you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God.”
Luke 8:10
Tree of life. “Blessed are they that wash their robes that they may have
right to the tree of life. Rev. 22:14
Triumph through trial. Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I
fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto m
Micah 7:8
Two grounds of our justification are the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus, and on these two lines our sanctification is to progress
Two heredities. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which
That which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” John 3:6
Two practical conclusions which we find in Col. 3: “Ye are dead” …
Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the earth” – make
Your death in Christ real in yourself. Secondly, “Since ye are risen with
Christ, seek those things are above” – make Christ’s resurrection real
in yourself
Unconverted men so long as it is only self against sin, it will be a drawn
battle.
Vassar, John, whom I had known for years, was one of the most
successful soul-winners since Harlan Page. He told me that the best
method of dealing with souls was to strike home at once with the most
direct and searching question possible. “My friend, will you allow me to
ask you the question – ‘Have you experienced that great change called
the new birth?’”
Vicarious sacrifice
Vivification – the strengthening, developing and perfecting of the new
nature
Voice in the garden
Walk in wisdom toward those that are without, redeeming the time.”
Watch for your life’s sake. Let not your lamps go out nor your loins be
ungirt, but be ready for ye know not the hour in which your Lord
cometh.
Watch therefore, says our Lord, “lest coming suddenly, He may find
you sleeping.” Mark 13:36
Watch with Christ
We are sent with a message “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great
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joy.” Have you kept the good news to yourself? Luke 2:10
We are separated for our Lord’s service
80
We are told that death is constantly going on in our body, and every day 11
new tissue is formed
We must ever remember that a truly self-convicted sinner stands a far
84
Better chance of salvation that a self-conceited saint
We must look out that our humility is not indolence with a solemn
106
countenance upon it, the real fact being that we are content with the
lowest place in heaven, because we have not energy and self-sacrifice
enough to make us strive after the highest.
We need to be rid of the old burden, and then to be subject to the new 91
birth
We need to relearn the art of contemplation
22
We prefer to take our place with faithful Abraham
76
We shall not all die, We shall not all sleep. Multitudes will be alive at 60
the Lord’s coming who will not die.
We want far-sighted Christians. Abraham was such a one; he saw the
32
day of Christ afar off, and was glad. All the patriarchs were such; not
having received the promises, they saw them afar off, and these had a
great iufluence on their lives.
What a tremendous obligation does this law put upon us to live sober
39
and righteous and godly lives.
What fruitless work we have in preaching the Gospel in these days of
87
ease and fulness.
What then is the true meaning of the words; This: “Whosoever is born 46
of God doth not habitually and willfully commit sin. If he falls into sin
he escapes from it as soon as possible.”
When I was overmastered by the power of drink, I was compelled to flee 55
to Christ as one for whom I had need.
When once the Master of the house has risen up and hath shut the door 117
it will be too late.
When others walk by sight, he walks by faith
77
Whole secret of the power of self-denial and fasting lies just here
92
Whosoever is born of God, God’s seed remaineth in him, He has a
48
divine ancestry to help him toward holy living.
Why does the gardener cut off half of the branches of an apple tree, in 92
order to make it more fruitful?
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Will of God
Without Me, ye can do nothing.” John 15:5. This is the hardest saying
you can utter to the majority of men.
Woe to you who are full! For ye shall hunger
Worldly ambition
Xavier, Francis was a worldly, ambitious man, pursuing his schemes for
glory and greatness. Ignatius Loyola would ply him, day after day, with
this one question: What will it profit a man if he gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?”
Yet Speaking, a collection of unpublished addresses
You have heard the oft-told tale of the artist who had succeeded after
long diplomacy in getting an engagement with the queen to sit for a
picture. His fortune was considered assured by this lucky stroke. He
made all his preparations: had his room all ready. His apparatus all
adjusted for his work. But alas, by an unhappy blunder he was out when
the queen called. She could not wait and he missed his chance. “Be ye
also ready for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man
cometh.” Matt. 24:44
You may have some days of life remaining, you know not how many.
hold fast to them: load them with some blessing for men and some
obedience to God before they have gone from you forever
You realize instinctively that you must exclude the world in order to
commune with God
You will have to take the sinner’s place before you can claim the
sinner’s Saviour.
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